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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

1884-85.

A meeting of the Society was held January 22, 1884, at

which Mr. William E. Foster read a paper on the "Rhode

Island Town Governments of the 17th Century." It was an

historical paper of great value, exhibiting the results of original

research.

At a meeting held February 5, Professor John L. Lincoln,

LL. 1)., read a paper on the "Emperor Marcus Aurelius."

The reading of the paper Avas followed by an interesting dis-

cussion of the subject by Thomas Vernon, Esq., Rev. Dr. J.

G. Vose, and President Gammell.

At the next meeting, which was held February 19, John

Erastus Lester, Esq., addressed the Society on the subject of

"Christian Hill," giving a vivid picture of that part of Provi-

dence in the earlier years of its settlement, and illustrating his

subject by pertinent Iiistorical facts.

The next meeting Avas held March 4, when Mr. William S.

Liscomb read a scholarly and valuable paper on the "Destruction

of Avorks of ancient Art."

At a meeting of the Society held March 18, Rev. William

Elliott Griffis, of Schenectady, N. Y., read a paper on "Com-

modore Calbraith Perry." A vote of thanks to jNIr. Griffis

was passed by the Society for his interesting sketch of the Life

and services of one of tlie illustrious sons of Rhode Island.
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A quarterly meeting was held April 1, the President in the

chair. The Hon. Latimer W. Ballon, of Woonsocket, and

William Dehon King, Esq., of Newport, were elected resident

members. Dr. Parsons reported in behalf of the Library

Committee that by exchange of duplicates acquired at the Cooke

sale many valuable works had been added to the Library. Pro-

fessor Lincoln, from the Committee on Publications, called

attention to the fact, that some of the Society's papers were now
ready to be published, and to constitute together the Seventh

Volume of the Society's Collections. After remarks by Judge

Stiness and others upon the importance of proceeding to the

publication of this volume, a subscription paper was drawn up,

and about one half of the sum requisite for the printing was

subscribed by members present. The remainder of the evening

was occupied by Dr. Parsons with remarks upon epitaphs,

elegies and other literatvire belonging to the first century of

New England history.

At a meeting held April 15, 1885, Mr. William A. Mowry
read a paper entitled "The Supreme moment in the History

of North America,"—the object of which was to illustrate the

decisive historical influence, upon civilization on this continent,

of the Battle on the Plains of Abraham in Quebec in 1763. It

was a very interesting and instructive paper.

The second quarterly meeting of the year was held July 1,

at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. Two communications were laid

l)efore the Society by the Secretary, touching a valuable collec-

tion of literature pertaining to the late Civil War ; these com-

munication were, by vote, referred to the Library Committee,

with authority to act in the matter in behalf of the Society.

Two recent gifts to the Society, were reported by the Secretary.

The first was Hadden's Journal and Orderly Books, 1776—1778,

presented by Gen. Horatio Rogers. The second was the Deed

of the Pawtuxet Lands, a document presented by William V.

Daboll, Esq. This deed bears date of April 25, 1683, and is

signed by William Carpenter of Pawtuxet, and is witnessed by
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John Sheldon, William Randall, and Timothy Sheldon. The

deed and accompanying plat belonged to the Eleanor Field es-

tate, and as they were not claimed by the heirs at law, have

been placed for safe keeping in the Cabinet of the Historical

Society by Mr. Daboll as the administrator of this estate.

Messrs. Elisha S. Aldrich, Nicholas Sheldon, and Stillman

White, of Providence, and Mr. Ira B. Peck, of Woonsocket,

were elected resident members of the Society, and Mr. Abner

C. Goodell, Jr., of Salem, Mass., was elected corresponding

member.

Mr. Moses B.I. Goddard read a paper giving a sketch of the

construction and career of the ship "Ann and Hope," which

belonged to the well-known mercantile house of Brown and

Ives. It was a very interesting historical paper, narrating the

fortunes of this ship from its building in Providence, 1795, to

the time of its wreck and loss of cargo at Block Island in 1806.

It contained much instructive information touching the com-

merce of Providence of a hundred years ago.

The third quarterly meeting was held October 7. The

Secretary laid before the Society a communication from the

Buffalo Historical Society inviting the Rhode Island Historical

Society to participate in services to be held in Buffalo in honor

of Red Jacket and other distinguished Indian Chiefs. The

invitation was accepted, and the Secretary was instructed to

acknowledge the courtesy extended to this Society, and to send to

the Buffalo Historical Society a copy of the Canonicus Memorial

in testimony of the fact that the memory of worthy aboriginal

chiefs is cherished also in Rhode Island.

A letter was read by the Secretary from the Hon. Charles

H. Denison, a corresponding member of this Society, urging

the importance of taking steps to secure the preservation of the

early town records of the State by having copies of them made

and deposited in tlie State Library, and in the archives of this

Society. The letter elicited a cordial response in remarks of

the President, and from Hon. John H. Stiness, and Mr. John A.
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Howland ; and it was by vote referred to the Secretary, with

instructions to call the attention of His Excellency the Governor

to the object set forth in it, and to ask his co-operation in its

accomplishment.

The Secretary presented also a letter from Mr. Abner C.

Goodell, of Salem, Mass., accepting his appointment as corres-

ponding member of the Society, and expressing a cordial

interest in its objects.

Mr. John A. Howland was appointed a Committee to make

a critical examination of the Carpenter Deed and jNIap of 1683

of the Pawtuxet Lands, and to report to the Society the results

of his examination.

The Librarian announced accessions to the library since the

last quarterly meeting, as follows : 95 bound volumes, 788

pamphlets, and some historical memorials, not easy of classifi-

cation. He also annoimced gifts received from Messrs. Henry

J. Steere, Thomas A. Doyle, Albert Holbrook, George C.

Mason, William F. Channing, Lewis H. Meader ; also fifteen

numbers of the Art Folio from the publishers, Messrs. J. A. &
R. A. Reid, of this city. A vote of thanks was passed to these

gentlemen for their gifts.

The Committee on Lectures gave notice that Professor

Franklin B. Dexter of Yale College, would rend a paper, on

the 18tli of November, on Dr. Ezra Stiles and his Diary.

The Committee on the nomination of members recommended

for membei'ship the following persons, and they were elected :

Resident Members, Alfred M. Williams, William A. Walton,

and John A. Carter, of Providence ; Joshua Wilbour, of Paw-

tucket, and Jonathan Russell Bullock, of Bristol ; ami Corres-

])onding Member, Col. Adolphus Skinner Hubbard, of San

Francisco.

The President announced tliat ]Mr. Henry T. Drowne, a

corresponding member, had attended, as a delegate of this

Society, at the laying of the corner-stone of the Bar-

tholdi Statue of Liberty, in New York, and had fittingly
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represented the Society on that occasion. Dr. C. W. Parsons

read a most interesting and valuable paper as his report as a

delegate from the Society to a meeting held on the 9th of Sep-

tember for the purpose of forming the "American Historical

Association." (This paper will be found on a later page in this

volume.) Mr. AVilliam B. Weeden, who was elected at the

above-mentioned meeting an officer of the Historical Associa-

tion, which was then formed, followed Dr. Parsons with his

views of the importance of the aims and purposes of that

Association, and the service it would undoubtedly render in

promoting the progress of historical pursuits.

Mention was made by the President of the monument erected

on Fort Hill, Oxford, Mass., to the memory of the Huguenot

settlers of that town, and of the fact that Dr. Parsons repre-

sented this Society by his presence on that occasion.

The Committee on Publications reported through the Chair-

man, Prof. Lincoln, that all the manuscript for Volume VII. of

the Society's Collections was now in the hands of the printer.

The Secretary of the Society read a brief paper on New
England Almanacs, after which the Society adjourned.

At a meeting held November 18, Professor Franklin B.

Dexter, of Yale College, read a paper on Dr. Ezra Stiles and

his Diary. Remarks were made on the many subjects of inter-

est pertaining to Rhode Island history, which were discussed

by Professor Dexter in this paper, by Rev. Dr. Vose, Professor

Lincoln, Governor Hoppin, and President Gammell ; a unani-

mous vote of thanks to Professor Dexter was passed by the

Society for his instructive and scholarly paper.

At a meeting held December 2, Professor William Mathews,

of Boston, read a paper on William Wirt, in which he portrayed

the life and career of this distinguished hiAvyer and statesman.

A vote of thanks to Prof. Mathews, moved by Prof. Harkness,

and seconded by Dr. Parsons, was unanimously passed by the

Society.

A meeting was held December 16, at which Hon. John H.

Stiness and General Horatio Rogers read papers, and Rev.
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Frederic Denison, a poem, on the Return of Roger Williams

with the First Charter of Rhode Island. The vax-ious historical

bearings of this theme were amply and instructively discussed

in these addresses, and the Society passed a unanimous vote of

thanks to the speakers.

At a meeting held December 30, Dr. Charles H. Fisher read

a paper on Numismatics, setting forth and illustrating the value

of Numismatics as a source of historical knowledge. Mr.

Charles Gorton also read a paper on the early colonial coins and

coinage, after which Mr. Francis W. Furman exhibited an

extensive collection of coins, belonging to different periods and

countries. It was a meeting numerously attended, and the

Society passed a vote of thanks to these gentlemen for the

instruction and entertainment which they had afforded.

The sixty-third annual meeting was held January 13, 1885,

the President, Professor William Gammell in the chair.

The Secretary read three letters : the first from Mr. Adolphus

Skinner Hubbard, of San Francisco, acknowledging and accept-

ing his election as a corresponding member of the Society ; the

second from Prof. Herbert B. Adams, of the Johns Hopkins

University, Baltimore, which urged the importance of the

preservation of town records and presented the writer's views

on the best methods of accomplishing this object ; the third

from His Excellency Gov. Bourn, suggesting that the Society

take the requisite steps towards having a bill presented, and

passed by the' General Assembly of Rhode Island to provide for

the preservation of the several town records.

The treasurer, Mr. Richmond P. Everett, presented his an-

nual Report, giving the following items : Receipts, $844.77 ;

Expenses, $769.40; Cash on hand, $75.37 ; Life Membership

Fund, $1091.90; Publication Fund, $370.00.

The President then read his Annual Address, in which he

discussed the chief events belonging to the history of the Society

during the year, and then commended to the consideration of

the Societv several themes of sfi'eat historic interest and value.
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On recommendation of jMr. A. V. Jencks, chairman of the

Committee on Nominations, the following gentlemen were

elected

:

As Life Members, George Peabody Wetmore, and John

Nicholas Brown, NeA\'23ort. As Resident Members, William G.

Weld, Le Roy King, and George Gordon King, Newport

;

John C. Wyman, Valley Falls ; and Elisha Benjamin Andrews,

Gorham P. Pomroy, Oliver Johnson, Estus Lamb, Charles H.

George, Julius F. Hartwell, Henry A. Horton, James Pierce

Root, Richard B. Winsor, O. Edwai-d Fitzgerald, Fred A.

Arnold, Isaac H. Southwick, Jr., and George L. Collins, Jr.,

of Providence ; as Corresponding Members, Prof. Franklin B.

Dexter, of Yale College, New Haven ; Peter B. Olney, New
York ; Richard Olney, William A. Mowry, and Albert A.

Folsom, of Boston.

Mr. Perry reported on behalf of the Committee on Lectures,

that Professor Albert Harkncss would read a paper on the 27th

of January, on Athens in the Age of Pericles, and that Mrs.

Martha J. Lamb, of New York, would read a paper on the 10th

of February ; also that it is proposed to observe in October next,

the two hundredth anniversary of the Revocation of the Edict

of Nantes, by papei-s to be read to the Society, which will

discuss the historical bearings of that event.

]Mr. Isaac H. Southwick reported, for the Committee on the

Building and Grounds, an expenditure of $64.85.

Dr. Parsons presented a very interesting Report on behalf of

the Library Committee, showing an expenditure of $98,05, and

an addition to the Library, by gift and by purchase, of 488

bound volumes, 2,777 pamphlets, and 256 miscellaneous

articles ; the total number of accessions 3,516.

Prof. Lincoln reported, on behalf of the Committee on Pub-

lications, that the Proceedings of 1883—84 were published

early in the year just ended, that Volume VII. of the Society's

Collections was now nearly ready for delivery, and that

material for Volume VIII. was now in an advanced state of

preparation for the press.
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Dr. Henry E. Turner, Chairman of the Committee on

Genealogical Researches, made a Report, from which it appeared

that there is unusual activity in genealogical pursuits, and that

a Rhode Island Genealogical Dictionaiy Avas in course of prep-

aration by a member of the Society.

INIr. John A. Rowland presented a very carefully-prepared

Report on the Deed and jNIap of the Pawtuxet lands, of the

year 1683.

The Reports of the Procurators Avere received and placed on

file, as follows : of George C. Mason, of Newport ; of Erastus

Richardson, of Woonsocket ; of Dr. Charles H. Fisher, of

Scituate ; and of Rev. E. H. Porter, of Pawtucket.

The Library Committee was, by vote, instructed to examine,

and report upon, the subject of the Society's right of ownershii)

and disposal of the duplicate copies of the Rhode Island Laws

now in its possession, and what action, if any, should be taken

in regard to the same.

Messrs. Horatio Rogers, C. H. Parkhurst, and B. B. Ham-

mond were appointed a Committee to act u})on tlie recommend-

ation of the Governor to draft and present to the General

Assembly a bill to secure the preserAation and usefulness of the

town records of Rhode Island.

Mr. John P. Walker was ai[)poiuted a Committee to solicit

names, by which the Publication Fund could be raised to $(K)().

The President's Address and the Reports of Standing Com-

mittees were referred to the Publication Committee.

It was voted, that a tax of $8.00 (Three JJollars) be

assessed upon each Resident Member to defray the expenses of

the current year.

It was also voted tliat the Committee on Publications be

instructed to print five hundred copies of the Proceedings for

the year 1884-85, including in the same the President's Address,

the Reports of the Standing Committees and the Procurators,

and also, at their discretion, any papers which have been laid

before the Society, provided the whole exj)ense of the publica-

tion does not exceed one lumdred and seventv-five dollars.
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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT.

Gentlemen of the Historical Society

:

—
We assemble again in annual meeting to review the year

which is closing and to prepare for the year which is opening

before us. The transition from the one to the other forms almost

the only epoch in our vmeventful annals as a Society. The work

which we do is so quiet and unobtrusive that there is nothing to

mark its progress or to make known its character save the record

which we make of them at the close of every year. The long

past, of wliich we seek to collect the memorials, is constantly

lengthening, and each successive generation finds itself already

beginning to be historic before it passes from the scene of its ac-

tivity. Indeed, it would be avcII if this were more so than it

is, and if each generation were more disposed to prepare for

those that come after it a i^ecord of its achievements and disas-

ters, its virtues and its crimes, and of all that may give character

to the period to which it belongs.

Our special work is, first of all, to awaken and diifuse an in-

terest in our own history as a State, and to collect and preserve

the materials of which this history must be composed. To do

this is in accordance with a natural dictate of ancestral reverence

and patriotic attachment, and it is always a characteristic of an

enlightened people. This work, I am happy to say, has been

prosecuted during the year now closing with a very good degree

of success. The public interest in it is constantly increasing,

as is seen, not only in the multiplying additions which are made

2
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to our collections, but also in the diversified uses wliicli are

made of these collections for historical and public purposes. The

annual report of the Committee on the Library, which was pre-

sented at our last annual meeting, made mention of the very val-

uable collection of volumes received through the bequest of our

late associate, Mr. Joseph J. Cooke. We have this year received

no such accession as this to our archives, but the report of that

Committee will indicate that in all other res|)ects we have not

fallen behind the year preceding. The bound volumes which

have been sent to the Cabinet are 483 in number, the unbound

pamphlets are 2,777, and other articles, including manuscripts

not classified, are 252, making the whole number of articles of

historical character and interest added to our collection during

the year, 3,516.

The work of cataloo^uino; the articles of all kinds contahicd in

the Cabinet, which was begun a few years ago, has also l)cen

carried forward by the librarian and his assistant, so that now

comparatively little of this work remains to be done, save what

belongs to the preparation of shelf-lists for reference. The uses

also which are made of the books of reference, the manuscripts

and other sources of information which belong to the Society,

are constantly increasing for the purposes of historical and

genealogical inquiry, for ascertaining names and localities, and

also for verifying titles to real estate, and, indeed, for almost

every purpose which curiosity as to the past can suggest. In

all these respects the Society is every year rendering a service to

the community which, I hope, in an honorable degree justifies

the confidence and liberality which have been bestowed upon it.

At our quarterly meetings, in addition to the transaction of

business, there have been brought together the results of such

special studies as have been prosecuted by any of our members.

These have often related to prominent events or characters in our

local history, or to features in the social, commercial or political

life of the people of the State, for there is nothing pertaining to

the history of Rhode Island, or to any of its interests, or to its
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representative men or women that we regard as inappropriate to

these meetings. Some of these meetino's also have been marked

by nnusnal interest derived from the reports of special commit-

tees, who have had snbjeets in charge for investigation or inquiry,

or from the contributions of individual members who ha^•e visited

historical spots or attended historical celebrations in other States.

In addition to these, ten public meetings according to our

custom have been held during the Avinter months of the year, at

which carefully prepared papers have been read, designed to

promote an increasing interest in the pursuits in which we are

engaged. These public meetings, which, as is well known, have

now been maintained for several years, have been largely at-

tended and have been productive of very gi-atifying results.

The following is a list of the su]>jects of the papers which have

been presented, and also of the names of their authors :

I. Town Governments in Rhode Island in the Seventeenth

Century, by Mr. William E. Foster.

II. The Emperor Marcus Aurelius, by Professor John L.

Lincoln.

III. Christian Hill, its Physical Conformation, its Settle-

ment and GroAvth, by Mr. J. Erastus Lester.

IV. The Destruction of Ancient Works of Art, by Mr.

William S. Liscomb.

Y. Commodore Matthew C. Perry and the Opening of

Japan, by the Rev. Wm. Elliott Griffis, of Schenectady, N.Y.

VI. Quaint Epitaphs and Elegiac Literature in New Eng-

land, at a quarterly meeting, by Dr. Charles AV. Parsons.

VII. The Supreme Moment in the History of North America,

by Mr. William A. Mowry.

VIII. The Voyages and Wreck of the First Ship Ann and

Hope, of Providence, at a quarterly meeting, by Mr. Moses B.

I. Goddard.

IX. Reports on the Formation of the American Historical

Association, at a quarterly meeting, by Dr. Charles W. Parsons

and Mr. William B. Weeden, and on Early New England Al-

manacs, by Mr. Amos Perry.
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X. Dr. Ezra Stiles and his Diary, by Professor Franklin B.

Dexter, of Yale College.

XI. The Career of AVilliani Wirt, by Professor William

Matthews, of Boston.

XII. The Eeceptiou in 1 (344 of the First Charter of Rhode

Island, by the Hon. John H. Stiness, Gen. Horatio Rogers and

the Rev. Frederic Denison.

XIII. Numismatics and American Coins, by Dr. Charles H.

Fisher and ]\Ir. Charles Gorton. A very costly collection of

coins was also submitted for inspection.

The Society has by invitation been represented on several

occasions of historical interest in other States. Amono- these

may be mentioned that of laying in the harbor of New York

the corner-stone of the pedestal of the Statue of "Liberty En-

lightening the World," to be presented to the people of the

United States by the people of France. On this occasion, whicli

occurred on August 5, ]Mr. Henry T. Drowne, was requested

to express our interest in an undertaking so magnificent and so

generous as is now proposed by the ancient allies of the United

States in the struggle for independence. On September 9, a

convention was held at Saratoga Springs, X. Y., of representa-

tives of Historical Societies and of other persons interested in

American history for the purpose of considering the expediency

of forming an American Historical Association Avhose object

should be to promote the study of our national history alike in

schools and colleges and among the people of the country. The

meeting was convened under the auspices of the Social Science

Association, and was largely attended by gentlemen from differ-

ent parts of the United States, who are eminently qualified to

discuss the interesting questions which were brought to their

attention. The deliberations of the convention resulted in the

formation of the American Historical Association, to be com-

posed of such persons as may be cliosen members in all parts of

the country, and to have for its object not the collection of his-

torical materials, but the awakening among the American people
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of a wider and more intelligent interest in their own history.

Of this new association the Hon. Andrew D. White, of Cornell

University, was made the President, and we cannot doubt that

he will infuse into it the well-directed energy and zeal which

characterize all his efforts as a scholar and an educator. Our
Society was most w^orthily represented in this convention by its

Vice-President, Dr. Parsons, and by Mr. Wm. B. AVeeden, both

of whom took an active and creditable part in the proceedings.

Another occasion of even greater immediate interest, because

of its connection with Eliode Island History, was the unveiling

of the monument erected to the memory of the Huguenot set-

tlers in the town of Oxford, Mass. It took place on the second

day of October, and was attended by several of our members,

two of whom bore a part in the exercises. The leader of these

settlers w^as Gabriel Bernon, who, in 1686, having left France

on account of the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, secured

from a company of proprietors in London a tract of land in

the town of Oxford, Mass., to w^hich he engaged to conduct

thirty families of his persecuted countrymen. Early in the fol-

lowing year he arrived with them in Boston, and speedily settled

them in their frontier home. He soon was obliged to build a

fort for their protection from the Indians who constantly threat-

ened the infant settlement. In a short time the depredations and

murders to which they were constantly exposed, had greatly re-

duced their numbers, and in 1694, after eight years of peril and

suffering, they abandoned their settlement and found homes in

other parts of New England and in New York. INIany of them

came to Rhode Island, where a Huguenot settlement had for

some time existed in the Narragansett country. Among these

was their distinguished leader Gabriel Bernon, who, having re-

sided in Boston while the colony existed, spent at Newport, at

Narragansett and at Providence the remaining years of his long

and honorable life.

The memory of these original Huguenots and the story of

their cruel desolation have long; lent a romantic interest to the
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town of Oxford, and especially to the ruins of its ancient fort

—

a perpetual memento of the foreign strangers who had built it.

A Huguenot ^Memorial Society had for some time existed in the

town, and in 1881 it invited our late President, Mr. Allen, to

make an address at its annual meeting. The address Avas full

of the enthusiasm with which its autlior was accustomed to speak

of the Huguenots who came to New England, and especially of

his ancestor, Gabriel Bernon. The result was that the Society

Avas roused to new and broader enterprises. It became a char-

tered corporation, it secured possession of the ancient fort and

ot eight acres of surroimding land, and through the contributions

of descendants of Ciabriel Bernon and of Andrew Sigourney, a

chaste and ai)propriate granite monument has been erected to

the memory of the Huguenots who first settled in Oxford. This

most creditable result is very largely to be ascribed to the energy

and perseverance of Mr. Allen, who was not only the first

mover in the enterprise, but, to the end of his life, the most

active and liberal promoter of its completion.*

Such were the origin and character of the occasion to which I

have made reference. The exercises consisted of an address by

Peter Butler, Esq., of Boston, now the President of the Hugue-

not Memorial Society ; the reading of a repoi't by Mr. William

D. Ely, on the original plan and construction of the fort as

ascertained by recent and thorough explorations ; addresses by

several gentlemen, among whom Avas Dr. Charles Vt\ Parsons,

Avhose grandfather, the Rev. Abiel Holmes, Avrote the History

of the French Protestant settlers at Oxford, or, as they Iuiac

been styled by his son, Dr. OliAcr Wendell Holmes, " that sec-

ond colony of Pilgrim Fathers." The Society was also repre-

sented by Mr. Amos Perry, the Secretary, and by Mr. Isaac

vSouthwick.

At one of our recent public meetings, papers Avere read, as

has been mentioned, on "The Arrival at Providence of Rog-er

Williams, Avith the First Charter of 1644." The subject of

*.See note at end of the Address.
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these interesting papers was suggested by the pictorial represen-

tation which has Lately been placed by the State authorities on

the walls of the Court House in Providence, of the public re-

ception which was accorded to the founder of the State on that

memorable day in its early history. He had gone to England

in the Summer of 1643, at the request of the several settlements

then established on the shores of Narragansett Bay, to secure

from the government some instrument of formal recognition of

their right to exist as a separate colony. Having been refused

by the Massachusetts authorities the privilege of embarking at

Boston, he was compelled to take passage at the Dutch port of

New York, and after accomplishing the work assigned to him,

amidst difficulties and delays which no one but himself could

have overcome, he had returned by the way of Boston under

the protection of a letter addressed to the Governor by certain

influential membei's of Parliament. He travelled to Providence

across the territory through which he had wandered eight years

before, after his banishment from Salem, "in a bitter winter

season, not knowing what bread or bed did mean." On coming

to the banks of the Seekonk river, lie was met by the people of

Providence, who, "in fourteen canoes," had come forth to greet

liim and bring him home in triumph and in joy. We can readily

imagine the appearance of this unique triumphal procession thus

marshalled in honor of a great public benef^ictor, as, on that

September day the l)oats, rowed by citizens of Providence, made

their way over the waters of the Seekonk, around the tall head-

lands which then jutted out towards the bay, and up the harbor

from Fox Point to the landing nearest to Mr. Williams' house.

We may well believe it to have been the first, perhaps the only,

holiday occasion that had ever come to relieve the melancholy

monotony of ancient Providence. It certainly was the only

public demonstration of which any intimation has come to us,

of anything like popular appreciation of the transcendent ser-

vices which Mr. AVilliams had even then performed for the town.

Instead of honor he had experienced little else than annoyance,
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and instead of gratitude for what he had done, he had too often

been loaded with reproaches and complaints. But on this day

all his sorrowful experience was forgotten. He had come back

to his home greatly encouraged by the respect, the sympathy

and the kind offices he had received in England from some of

the leading men of the time ; he had landed in ^lassachusctts

in spite of her sentence of banishment ; he was bearing with

him a colonial charter for the settlements in Narragansett Bay,

each one of which he had helped to plant.

Such is the scene which has been chosen as the subject of this

interesting historical picture, which has lately been placed on

the walls of one of the foremost public buildings of the State.

Certainly no subject could have been chosen with greater appro-

priateness. Let us hope that it will be but the beginning of a

long series of representations of similar conspicuous events and

memorable transactions. The papers which were suggested

by this subject, possessed unusual interest, and have served to

call attention not only to the circumstances attending the arri^ al

of the charter of 1644, Init also to the character and provisions

of that charter, and still flu'ther to the very limited advantages

which it brought to the colony during the nineteen years that

preceded the granting of the far more eifectiAC charter of Charles

II., in 1603.

Of the papers read before the Society during the year, that

of Mr. Weeden, on Indian Money in New England, and that of

Mr. Foster on the De\elopment of Town Government in Rhode

Island, have been pul)lished in the Historical Series of Johns

Hopkins University ; that of ]Mr. Liscomb on the Destruction

of Works of Ancient Art, in the Atlantic ^Monthly Magazine,

and that of Mr. Goddard on the Voyages and the AA'reck of the

Ship Ann and Hope of Providence, in the Khode Island His-

torical ^Magazine.

In addition to these I may mention the following published

contributions which have been made to our local history, viz. :

—

I. The Early Defences of Narragansett Bay, by Major-
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General George W. Ciillum, of the U. S. Engineers, a resident

of Newport in the Summer, and a corresponding member of this

Society. This sketch is the fullest which has ever been made

of the origin and liistory of nearly every one of those early

works of military engineering, whose ruins have attracted so

much attention, and also of those which, at a later period, have

been rebuilt and used by the government. It is the fruit of

careful research and possesses much historical value.

II. Stephen Hopkins, a Rhode Island Statesman. A Study

of the Political History of the Eighteenth Century. By William

E. Foster. The work forms numbers eighteen and nineteen in

Mr. Rider's Historical Tracts. It grew out of papers whicli

were originally read to this Society by the author. The volumes,

however, as they are now published, contain not simply the life

of Governor Hopkins, but an outline of the history of the State

during the eventful period which they embrace. They are pre-

pared with great thoroughness and care and contain the results

of researches which had not been made before.

III. Reminiscences of Newport. By George Champlin Ma-
son. Illustrated. Published by Charles E. Hammett. 1884.

This attractive volume of more than four hundred pages is

filled with sketches of Newport in its most interesting days,

and abounds in reminiscences and traditions of the earlier ffcn-

erations of its people with their occupations and modes of life,

and of the features, both of land and sea, which impart an un-

failing charm to that ancient capital and formerly chief city of

the State. It is also illustrated by photographic sketches of

scenery and wood-cuts of many of the ancient buildings, one

of them, the house of Gov. Henry Bull, bearing the date of

1639, and perhaps the oldest house now remaining in Rhode

Island. The volume is not only a charming reproduction of

the social life of the town in the days of its commercial import-

ance, but it is also the most interesting contribution thus far

made to its still unwritten liistory.

IV. In addition to these, though not relating to our own

3
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history, I take pleasure in naming the jNIilitary Journal and Or-

derly Books of Lieutenant James M. Hadden, an officer in

General Burgoyne's army in 1776 and 1777. It has been edited

with singular thoroughness by our esteemed associate General

Horatio Rogers, and forms the twelfth volume in Munsell's His-

torical Series. The volume with its copious index contains five

hundred and eighty-one pages. Of these, including the Ex-

planatory Chapter and the abundant notes, scarcely less than

one-half are the work of the editor. Every important event

and nearly every name, not already familiar, mentioned in the

journal, are explained by his thorough and varied research.

Seldom has the journal of an officer so subordinate in rank

been invested with so much historical interest and importance

by the labors of its editor. His design has been to furnish an

illustration of the manner in which British officers regarded

their side of the question in the war of American Independence.

As an exemplification of the increasing interest in what per-

tains to American history, I have mentioned on a former occasion

the Prospectus of Messrs. J. R. Osgood & Co., of Boston, for

"The Critical and Narrative History of America," in a series of

eight quarto volumes of the style and character of the Memo-
rial History of Boston. The undertaking is under the editorial

direction of jNIr. Justin Winsor, Librarian of Harvard College,

who is also one of the writers. Two volumes are already in

print and a third is in progress of printing. Each volume is to

contain a special part of the general subject, and is to be com-

plete in itself. The whole work, when finished, will present all

that the eai'liest discoverers and voyagers reported of the New
World, the manner in which every portion of both North and

Soutli America was colonized and settled, and the most impor-

tant changes through which each portion has passed since its

settlement by Europeans, the fullest account to be given of the

settlements of the English race. A literary enterprise so com-

prehensive and so difficult of execution, as this, which has en-

listed the services of a large numljer of accomplished American
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writers, certainly affords proof that its publishers have an un-

faltering faith in the increasing desire of the American people

to be instructed in the history of the American continent as

well as of their own country.

Very great improvement has been made in the style and char-

acter of works on American history. They were until very re-

cently largely prepared by professional book-makers, some of

whom were inaccurate in their statements of facts, while others

however accurate, showed themselves to be sadly wanting in the

literary training, the careful analysis and the true historical

judgment without which no valuable historical work can be

produced. The subject has only just begun to engage the at-

tention of the best writers of the country. Mr. Prescott and

Mr. Motley found no theme for their genius connected with the

history of their own country ; and indeed, in their day, works

of American History even from them, would have attracted only

a limited attention on the part of American readers. The

American mind was not then emancipated—even now it is not

wholly emancipated— from old-world subjects' and interests.

The amazing development of national spirit and the growth of

the sentiment of independence which have taken place within the

past twenty-five years, and the magnificent destiny which seems

to lie within our reach as a people have given to every part of our

history a dignity and an importance not before attached to it,

even by ourselves. It is largely because of this increased pop-

vdar appreciation, that its subjects are coming more and more

to be treated by writers of the highest qualifications.

No writer is so fully identified with the change that is now

going on in the popular taste in this respect as Mr. Francis

Parkman. More than any other writer, he is its inspirer and

leader. The subject to which he has devoted his life with such

brilliant success, he styles "France and England in America.'

It is a subject which embraces one of the most eventful and

dramatic passages in modern history. At the close of the

sixteenth century, every indication seemed to point to the con-
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elusion that Spain and France would be the future occupants

and masters of North America. The settlers at Jamestown had

not then crossed the Atlantic. The Pilgrim Fathers were still

in their English home. Long before there was any New Eng-

land in America, a New France had sprung into being and had

extended itself from the mouth of the St. Lawrence to the

s(mrces of the Mississippi, and was descending that then myste-

rious river as Spain gradually retired from its occupancy. The

French colonies combined what were then believed to be the

strongest elements of colonial power. They were inspired by

religious zeal and they won to a remarkable degree the good-

will of the native races ; they were supported by great mer-

chants, they were governed by representatives of ancient feudal

families, and they were encouraged by a powerful monarch who

looked with special pride u])on his dominions in the New World.

To this New France the planting of English colonies in

America innnediately became a menace and a humiliation. The

continent was not broad enough to contain them both. A strug-

gle for occupation and ascendancy immediately began, and it

did not end till, on the surrender of Quebec, the colonies of

France became a part of the empire of England.

Mr. Parkman spent many years of his youth in exploring tlie

regions in which this struggle was carried on, and many more in

searching among public records and private collections, both in

England and France, for materials for his work. It is now, I

tliink, nearly twenty years since he published his earliest vol-

lunes, and the latest two, the sixth and the seventh, ap})eared

only a few Aveeks ago, bearing the special title of "^Montcalm

and Wolfe," the great military chieftains of the closing cam-

paigns of the strife. These volumes from the beginning have

been marked by singular carefidness in their preparation and by

rare fascination in their style. It may safely be said tliat no

writer has done so much to set before the American people the

long preparation that was required for the magnificent inherit-

ance which they have received. He presents with dramatic power
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and effect the successive phases of the ever-varying struggle, in

which the savage races were also largely enlisted on either side,

and which secured North America, from the Gulf of Mexico to

the Arctic sea, for the English race and the Protestant religion.

He has thus shown in what sense it is that our republic has be-

come "the heir of all the ages."

No one can hereafter doubt that American historical subjects

are capable of Ijeing invested with the highest dignity and the

most fascinating interest. The time cannot be distant when we

shall have here a distinctive school of historical writers, who in

methods of their own, will trace to all their diversified sources,

the elements of our peculiar American civilization, and show

how these elements have been wrougrht tofjether into the national

institutions and the national life.

During the year which now closes, seven of our resident

members have been removed by death. They are, Albert G.

Angell, Amos D. Lockwood, George Whitman Danielson,

Alexander Farnum, Edwin Channing Earned, Henry Bowen

Anthony, Isaac M. Bull. Brief notices of these deceased mem-

bers will be published with the proceedings of the present meet-

ing. Of our corresponding members we have also to record

the deatlis of the Hon. Isaac N. Arnold, of Chicago, and of

General A. A. Humphreys, of the United States Engineers.

At our last annual meeting the committee which had been

appointed to prepare a plan for the enlargement of the Cabinet

building submitted their final report and recommended a mode

of enlargement, which was approved by the Society without

dissent. The committee was also requested to take measures

for securing the money required in order to carry the plan into

effect. The estimated cost of the work was twelve thousand

dollars, the whole of which must be obtained by the contribu-

tions of members and friends of the Society. That nothing has

thus far been accomplished is not to be ascribed to any neglect

or any indifference on the part of the committee, for the Society

has no better members or more faithful supporters. To ensure,
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however, the success of an enterprise of so considerable magni-

tude, it was deemed indispensable that it be begun with one or

more large subscriptions, and for obtaining such subscriptions

the continued financial depression of the year has proved to be

exceedingly unfavorable. The plan is not abandoned or laid

aside, but only delayed in its execution. The enlargement pro-

posed would, if carried into effect, meet all the wants of the So-

ciety for along period of the future, and I trust that no exertion

on our part will be spared to secure its ultimate accomplishment.

But even if this plan should prove too expensive for the resources

on which we are obliged to depend, we must not lose sight of

the conspicuous fact that some enlargement of our Cabinet

building has become an indispensable necessity. Our available

space for the reception and arrangement of books, manuscripts

and other materials for historical illustration and enquiry is al-

ready substantially occupied. I have been frequently informed

by members and friends of the Society in different parts of the

State that they have portraits, specimens of early handiwork and

other objects of historical interest which they wish to send to us

80 soon as we have room to receive them. The essential work for

which Ave exist as a Society demands that we have space enough

to carry it on and to make it useful to the public. There ought

certainly to be at least one place in Rhode Island in Avhich ar-

ticles of every kind relating to the life of the State and its peo-

ple may be safely deposited and faithfully preserved for other

times. It is a demand which civilization makes of its children

wherever civilization exists. There is now substantially the

same reason for the enlargement of our building as there was

originally for its erection, and I cannot doubt that whenever

prosperity shall again smile upon our people, the work will be

undertaken and accomplished.
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The following Note relating both to the P^ort and to the Monument has been

kindly furnished by William D. Ely, Esq.

The fort was a parallelogram of about five by seven rods in extent—a regular

work of two bastions, with a flank fire on every face. It was a substantial struc-

ture its walls above ground three feet thick and about four feet high,

—

surmounted doubtless with logs looped-holed at proper intervals : the whole

scientifically planned as well as strongly built, and surrounded by a dry ditch

about twelve feet wide.

The Southwest bastion, more boldly developed than the other, also enfiladed an

outer breast-work and ditch extending six rods westerly from it. This breast-

work evidently formed the face of a large stockade adjoining the fort and

palisaded on the other sides, but having here a wall and ditch like that of the main

work. The whole protected the main approach to the Fort on the West side, as

well as the cattle and chattels too bulky to be brought within the fort itself. It is

matter of regret that the ditch around the work has suffered from the overturning

and levelling plough as much as the walls from the abstraction of their stones.

A sally-port, in the South face of the work, opened out under cover of the ditch,

just East of the main bastion, while a drive-way, wide enough for carts, was made

through the wall of the West face—these openings having revetment walls, and

being protected no doubt by stockade gates.

These revetment walls in their position, dimensions and limited extent are

conclusive of the fact that the walls of the fort were built of stone, and not

of logs. The drive-way appears to have extended down the hill, through the

beautiful "Huguenot Valley," to the village on the banks of the Miianexit; and

traces of a cart-path are still visible along an upper portion of the hill less culti-

vated than the richer land immediately around the fort.

A little North from the drive -way, by the main wall on the West side, are several

broad stones, said to have been step-stones for a passway over the wall for those

who went on foot to and from the cottages in the valley below. Among other relics

found there is a block of stone, with a deep socket, doubtless forming a 'step' for

the flag-staff from which floated to the breeze the hhes of France, or the cross of

St. George.
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The Monument is'of beautiful Westerly Statuary Granite and thirteen feet in

height.

Its base is four feet square and eighteen inches deep, on which rests a secontl

base surmounted by a heavy cubical die two feet eight inches square, which

supports a simple cross, twelve inches square in section and eight feet high.

The inscriptions on the die are as follows, viz.

:

[South Side.] [East Side.]

In Memory of

the

Huguenots,

Exiles for their faith,

Who made the first settlement

of

Oxford,

1687.
«

"We live not for ourselves only,

but for posterity."

A la memoire

de

Gabriel Bernon

Fondateur de la Colonie d'Oxford

ne a La Rochelle, France, 1644

mort a, Providence, R. I., 1736.

a I'age de 92.

[North Side.] [West Side.]

Erected by

descendants of

Gabriel Bernon,

and of

Andre Sigournay

1884

A la foi et ji I'honneur.

A la memoire

de

Andre Sigournay

Commandant du fort,

ne a La Rochelle, PVance, 1638

mort a Boston, Mass. 1727

a I'age de 89.
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EEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE
LIBRARY.

The Committee on the Library respectfully present their

annual report

:

No change has been made in the general management of the

Library. The Hon. Amos Perry has been continued in the

office of Librarian. The Library has been open to visitors, as

heretofore, usually for five and a half hours in the day. It has

been closed on Saturday afternoons, and for a fortnight's vaca-

tion in August.

The use of the Library for consultation, for historical, gene-

alogical, statistical and legal inquiries, has increased. A
Record of Visitors has been kept, but a great many persons,

beside members of the Society, come to our rooms without

leaving their names. One essential condition, without which

our library cannot be used for consultation, to the best advan-

tage, is quiet, a reasonable degree of freedom from interruption.

This is the more important because we have no retiring rooms

or even alcoves for students. The common law of libraries

forbids conversation sufficiently loud to interrupt readers or to

distract their attention. This rule applies equally to visitors,

members and officers of the Society.

Closely connected with the use of our library, either for con-

sultation here or for circulation, is the progress of the card-

catalogues. Without these, the collection of books would be

little more than the accumulation of useless lumber, its inutility
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increasing with its magnitude. The catalogues are kept in two

series of cards, one for bound books, and one for pamphlets.

Each card gives the shelf and number of the book or pamphlet

whose name it bears. This presupposes a permanent arrange-

ment of the books. It would be very desirable to classify the

books, and arrange them by departments and subjects. But

the crowded state of the library, and in particular the want of

separate rooms or alcoves, make this methodical arrangement

very difficult. All that can be done under the circumstances is

to place by themselves, so far as possible, all books pertaining

to Rhode Island history, to keep sets of serial publications to-

"•ether, and then to arrano;e bound volumes mainlv accordine; to size

and binding, with a reasonable regard to synnnetry and appear-

ance. The card-catalogue is the guide and key to these treas-

ures. We take pleasure in assuring the Society, that our

librarian has shown great industry and accomplished marked

results in this woi'k of coml)ined arrangement and cataloguing,

—a labor made the more difficult in the past year by the large

accession from the Cooke bequest. It is a work that is never

finished in a growing library.

This task is especially arduous in the case of pamphlets, and

volumes of pamphlets bound together. Each tract should be

separately entered,—often under three or more heads, as for

example the author's name, the subject (which frequently re-

quires to be stated in more than one way) , the series to which

it belongs, &c. Each volume of pamphlets bound together

should be indexed on its cover or fly-leaf. All this work has

been carried steadily on ; it is laborious and does not make

much show; but, as a residt, our books, pamphlets and manu-

scripts are far more accessible to the student than at any former

anniversary.

The sum of five lumdred dollars, appropriated by the (xeneral

Assembly for the care and custody of documents, has been duly

drawn in quarterly payments, and applied to the compensation

of our librarian.
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Champlin, which have instructed and delighted the readers of

the Providence Journal and the New-York Evening Post.

They are here illustrated by many engravings and photographs.

The History of Banks and Banking, by the Hon. Sidney Dean,

is a substantial and elegant book, in large i)aper, prepared

with great industry and freely illustrated with representations

of persons and buildings. These volumes were all published in

the year 1884, were prepared l)y resident members of this Soci-

ety, and by them given to our library. To these may be added,

Mr. W. E. Foster's tract on "Stephen Hopkins, a Rhode-Island

statesman ;" forming Nos, 19 and 20 of Mr. Rider's series ;

Chief Justice Durfee's "Thoughts on the Constitution of Rhode

Island;" and Mr. W. B. Weeden's "Indian Money as a factor

in New England Civilization," being Nos. 8 and 9 in the second

series of Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and

Political Science.

We have received a copy of "The Adventures of Christo-

pher Hawkins," &c., with Introduction and Notes by Charles I.

Bushnell, privately printed. New York : 1864. Hawkins was

born in North Providence in 1764, was indented in Providence,

but ran away to join a privateer, was taken prisoner, and con-

fined on the Jersey prison-ship from which he escaped. He
afterwards married the daughter of Thomas Whipple of Smith-

field, and died in New York State in 1837. The Notes contain

much information in regard to persons and families in Rhode

Island.

Of other published volumes connected with Rhode Island, we

may name, the Memoir of Andrew Sherburne (Providence :

1831), which had long been on our list of desiderata ; Memoirs

of Bishop Henshaw by Norton ; of Oliver Shaw ; of Amarancy

Paine Sarle, (under the well-deserved name of Saint Indefa-

tigable;) of Israel R. Potter (Providence : 1824) ; "A Voyage

to the North Pacific, and a Journey through Siberia, half a

century ago, by Captain John DeWolf" (of Bristol,) Cam-

bridge : 1861. Yamoyden, a poem founded on the story of
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Philip's war, and written at Bristol ; by James W. Eastburn,

1820. The fourth edition of Bartlett's Dictionary of Ameri-

canisms, 1877. The Writings of the Rev. Dr. Samuel Osgood

(given by his widow), and of the Rev. W. S. Balch ; both for-

merly settled clergymen in Providence.

Mr. William Dehon King has presented copies of the publi-

cations and various memorials of his father, the late Dr. David

King of Newport, separately and elegantly bound.

We already had a copy of the first volume of the original

edition of Bei'keley's "Alciphron, or Minute Philosopher,"

London: 1732. It contains five of the seven dialogues. We
have now received a complete copy of this work containing all

the seven, published at London, 1752. Berkeley's stay in Rhode

Island will never cease to be regarded as a most interesting in-

cident in her intellectual history ; and this work, published just

after his return to England, embodies the results of his medita-

tions among the beaches and overhanging rocks of Newpoi-t.

It is a long step from Bishop Berkeley to Mrs. Catharine R.

Williams ; but we are pleased to be able to record in the same

connection that our set of Mrs. Williams's "Tales, National and

Revolutionary" has been completed by a gift of the first volume,

which had been one of our desiderata. We have also obtained

her book entitled. Fall River, &g. We believe that we have

now all the acknowledged publications of this industrious

author.

We have procured a copy of George Keith's "Journal of

Travels from New Hampshire to Caratuck," London: 1706.

Keith was an English Quaker, who was converted to Episcopacy

and spent two years (June 1702 to June 1704) in the colonies

as Missionary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel

in Foreign Parts. He arrived at Boston in company with Gov.

Dudley. In his travels he contended valiantly with the "Inde-

pendent preachers at Boston," and also with his former associ-

ates the Quakers. Several pages treat of his stay in Newport,
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Portsmouth and the Narragansett country. The following-

sentences may be worth quoting
;

"The Quaker had Built a new Meeting-House at Newport,

large enough to hold Five Hundred Persons or more, Avith fair

and large Galleries, and Forms or Benches below. But one

thing very singular I observed, that on the top of the Turret of

their Meeting-House, they have a perfect Iron Cross, two large

Iron Bars crossing one the other at right Angles, a more perfect

Cross I never saw on any Church. I mention this the rather,

because George Fox in some of his Printed Pamphlets makes a

great outcry and noise against the Steeple Houses in England,

as he calls them, for having Crosses on the tops of them, and

that it is Popery ; what can the Quakers say to this ? Are their

Brethren of Rhode-Island guilty of Popery for having the Cross

on the top of their ]Meeting-House, which I suppose remains

there to this day."

"Dorothea Scott" is the title of a book published at Oxford,

England, and given us by the author Mr. G. D. Scull. It is

named from its heroine, an early English Quakeress, Avho in-

herited an estate in the county of Kent, and married one of

Cromw"ell's officers. She wrote a "Call to Repentance," which

was published in London, in 1661, and is here reprinted. Going

to Court to congi'atulate Charles II. on his Restoration, she

met John Scott, Avho claimed kinship, got into her confidence,

and defrauded her by pretended sales of land on Long Island.

This is the same John Scott whose intrigues with a "potent gen-

tleman" are familiar to the readers of Arnold's History. (Vol. I.

,

j)p. 299, 383, et seq.) He also figured disreputably in the an-

nals of Long Island. His career shows a consistency in rascality

which is interesting, not to say attractive. This work touches

Rhode-Island history in one other point : it contains letters to

and from AYilliam Dyre, whose wife Mary Dyre was hanged

on Boston Common as a returning Quaker. The story of Dor-

othea's wrongs is full of pathos. In reading her letters and tract,

it is hard to believe that the early Quakers were such frantic
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disturbers of the public peace as to excuse in any degree the

action of Massachusetts in imprisoning Quaker women immedi-

ately on their first arrival, and in her subsequent harsh legisla-

tion. The issue has been fairly made between Mr. Hallowell,

in his "Quaker Invasion of Massachusetts," and the Rev. Dr.

Ellis, who maintains that there was about equal fault on both

sides. Impartial observei's will, we think, more commonly con-

clude that the severe treatment of both Quakers and "witches"

resulted in a great degree from unreasoning panic.

We have received more than the usual number of books per-

taining to American history and biography, of broader scope, or

relating to localities outside of our own State. We may name

the folloAving : Palfrey's History of New England, in four vols.,

8vo. Allibone's Dictionary of Authors, in three vols., 1882.

Sibley's Early Graduates of Harvard, 1873—81, two vols., with

more to be expected. Isaiah Thomas's History of Printing in

America; reprinted, 1874, under the direction of the American

Antiquarian Society, of which he was a prominent founder, with

a Memoir by his grandson, Hon. Benjamin F. Thomas, two

vols. The Holmes-Ammidown Collections, two vols., rich in

memorials of the Huguenots of the Nipmuck country. The

Huguenots of La Rochelle, translated by Catlin. The Jour-

nal of Andrew Ellicott, describing his travels and scientific ob-

servations in the Southwest, 1796-1800, Philadelphia: 1814, a

valuable quarto volume. The Diary and Letters of Thomas

Hutchinson, royal Governor of Massachusetts, edited by his great-

grandson ; London : 1884. The Rev. Dr. Ellis's discourse and

other illustrations of the Siege and Evacuation of Boston. The

History of Universalism in America, by Richard Eddy, D. D.

A treatise by the late J. Wingate Thornton, printed for private

distribution, on "The Historical Relation of New England to

the English Commonwealth," 1874. The Trelawny Papers,

published by the Maine Historical Society. The third volume

of Memorial Biographies of the New England Historic-Genea-

logical Society.
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The histories of towns and cities contain very valuable mate-

rial for the antiquarian and genealogical student. Families in

our own State are freely connected by marriage or descent with

other places, especially in New England. The attention lately

drawn to the origin and significance of the Town as an institu-

tion gives the subject an historical interest. Our library has

acquired during the year the following local histories ;

Of Braintree and Quincy , by Pattee ; of Cambridge by Paige ;

Charlestown by Frothingham ; Hardwick by Paige ; Lancaster

by Marvin, and Early Records of the same by Nourse ; Medford

by Brooks ; Shirley by Chandler ; Sutton by Benedict and

Tracy ; The Early Ministry of Taimton by Emery ; Truro and

Cape Cod by Rich. All the above belong to Massachusetts.

Add to these Stiles' history of Brooklyn, and Baird's of Rye,

in New York State ; Whittelsy's Cleveland, Ohio, and Haw-
kins's Quebec.

Some of the more important genealogical works added during

the year are the accovints of the families of Allen and AVitter,

Carpenter, Eddy, Hall, Learned, Mann, Moore, Morse, Peirce,

Randall, Randolph, Upham, Waldo, Winsor, Wood ; and the

Genealogical Register of Sherborn and Holliston, Mass.

The Jesuit Relations or reports sent by Jesuit fathers to the

Head of the Order, are well known to contain most valuable

materials for the history of their missions, and of New France

and the Great West. It is these that Parkman has fused into

his glowing narrative. We already had a copy of one volume

in the original edition, relating to missions in South America;

and have added during the year The Relation of events in New
France and the coimtry of the Hurons, for the year 1637—8, in

the original, dingy, parchment-covered issue of Cramoisy, the

Paris publisher, printer to the King.

At the Cooke sale we procured a set of the Gentleman's

Magazine from its beginning in 1731 to the year 1856, making

with the General Index 203 volumes. We have now completed

this set to the present time. The additional volumes were ob-
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tained by exchange for books bought at that sale foi- the library

of the late John Carter Brown.

We have received two books that are interesting as the early

publications of men since distinguished in very dissimilar ways.

One is "A Defence of Christianity against the work of George

B. English, A. M.," by Edward Everett, minister of the church

in Brattle Square, Boston, 1814. English was a versatile

genius; "author and adventurer" Drake's Biographical Dic-

tionary calls him ; he talked many languages and professed

many religions ; his early work w^as entitled "The Grounds of

Christianity examined." Everett was twenty years old, and was

known as tutor, poet and pastor, when he published this sharp

controversial book of 500 pages. Another of these firstlings is

"The Sylphs of the Seasons and other poems," by Washington

Allston, since a famous painter, associated w^ith Rhode Island

by kindred and youthful education. It was published in 1813.

Our scanty array of early printed books has been increased

by the gift of a copy of the Old Testament in Latin printed at

Basle in 1522. This antedates by a few years the oldest vol-

ume previously in our collection , w^hich w^as a sermon by Martin

Luther printed in 1527, in German. The acquisition of one

or more specimens of typography dated earlier than 1500 Avould

add to the dignity and richness of our librarv.

Many books and pamphlets, relating to the Indian tribes of

southern New England, and to the efforts for then* Christiani-

zation, have been received during the year. The interest created

in the subject of Almanacs has been accompanied by the addi-

tion of many old and recent almanacs, some of them interleaved

and used as diaries. An unusually large number of other

pamphlets of varied character have been giAcn, and some per-

taining to Rhode Island have been bought. Mr. Henry C.

Dorr of New York, Mr. James E. Mauran of Newport, our

veneralile associate the Hon. John R. Bartlett, and the Rev.

Samuel H. Webb, have been some of the most liberal donors

in this department. A great many pamphlets are also received

5
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as gifts from authors, and from institutions, partly in exchange.

Your committee have found it convenient to have a number of

duplicate copies of our own jiublications and other Rhode-Island

pamphlets on hand as a basis of exchange. We must acknowl-

edge om* indebtedness to many sister societies, and various in-

stitutions, which have sent us their reports and collections, too

often with inadequate returns on our part.

We have received from jNIr. James E. Mauran the Newport

Mercury for thirty-two years, 1847-1879, not complete.

Our collection of local maps has been enriched by the gift,

from Mr. George T. Paine, of about sixty maps of different

sections of Providence and other cities and towns in New Eng-

land
;
prepared for business purposes, particularly for the use of

insurance companies, but of great prospective value for the an-

tiquarian and topographical student. Also, from the Hon. Elisha

Dyer, a map, showing the location of the residence and burial-

place of Roger Williams. Other local illustrations are. Views

of tlie buildino;s and g-rounds of the Friends' School in Provi-

deuce, and a large photograph of the historic mural painting in

the Providence County Court-House, which was so happily com-

memorated at one of our recent meetings.

Of the numerous additions to our Manuscripts received within

the year, the oldest, except one, and on some accounts the most

interesting, is an original deed, signed by William Carpenter,

and dated April 25, 1683. It relates to the Pawtuxet lands,

80 long the suljject of a boundary dispute, which for many years

disturbed social life in the Plantation, and was not finally settled

till 1712. This deed, and an accompanying map, have been

referred to Mr. John A. Rowland for examination and report

;

and we will only dwell on one point, which gives this paper a

positive historic value. It twice speaks of Roger Williams as

deceased. This narrows somewhat the limits of time within

which we must place the death of Williams. This event was

already fixed as having occurred between January 16, and May
10, 1683 ; and the language of Mr. Thornton on the latter
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date—"The Lord hath arrested by death our ancient and ap-

proved friend, Mr. Roger Williams, with divers others"—seems

to imply that the death was then quite recent. It probably took

place in April, the same month in which forty-seven years be-

fore, Williams had "begun to build and plant" on the eastern

shore of the Seekonk.

Within a few days, we have received from Mr. Moses Rob-

erts by the hands of Mr. Erastus Richardson, two old deeds.

One is from Jas. Mattesonto John Whipple, dated Dec, 1661
;

the other, from Seth Chapin of Mendon to John Arnold, 1742,

conveying land now near the centre of Woonsocket. This last

is cited in Mr. Richardson's History of Woonsocket.

We have to acknowledge the most acceptable gift, of manu-

script remains of Thomas Alexander TefFt, a man of genius

and a son of Rhode Island, who in a life of thirty-three years

gained a wide distinction as architect, writer and "monetarian."

These papers comprise letters to and from Mr. Tefft, mostly on

international currency, addresses, reports and lectures— one

lecture on the early architecture of Newport—beside memoranda,

drawings, and newspaj)er cuttings. Most of them were used

by our late associate Mr. Stone in preparing his memoir of Mr.

TefFt. They now come to us through the thoughtful kindness

of Mrs. James C Bucklin,

Other manuscripts are those of an oration by George R. Bur-

rill, July 4, 1805 ; an address before the Veteran Firemen's

Association of Providence, by our late honored President, Zach-

ariah Allen ; the History of Beverly by the Rev. E. M. Stone ;

a collection of papers going to show that the first Sunday-School

in Rhode Island was of a secular character ; and the Constitu-

tion of the Providence Charitable Relief Association, 1802

—

(original copy.)

It has been understood that the manuscripts of papers read

before the Veteran Citizens' Association were to become the

property of this Society. The President of that Association
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informs us that the more important of these papers are to be

printed, by the generosity of one of its members.

Bad<i;cs and broadsides connected with the free-suft'rage

movement, the war of the Rebellion, and other disturbed peri-

ods, the baton used by the chief marshal at the reading of the

Declaration of Independence in Providence in 1770 ; a number

of coins and medals—these are among the contributions to the

department of miscellaneous curiosities.

We have to record one disappointment, which is already

known to most of our members. The Society hoped to secure

for its library the collections of the late Caleb Fiske Harris, relat-

ing to the great Rebellion and Slavery. They consist of books,

pamphlets, documents, newspaper items, broadsides, &c. This

Society, like other competitors for their possession, had not the

means of paying for them ; and the question of their final des-

tination became mixed with the other question of secui-ing a

fund remainino- in charo;e of the Trustees of the Rhode-Island

Hos})ital Library Association, an organization formed during

the war for the purpose of supplying reading for soldiers, es-

pecially in the hospital at Portsmouth grove. This fund nearly

covered the cost of procuring the collection. The Trustees

were men of high character, whose judgment was final, and

wliom it would have been impertinent to expect to win by mere

importunit}-. They decided in fa^•or of the Providence Public

Library, which thus secured the fund and the collection. As

members of this Society, we are disappointed. But, as citizens,

we are pleased to acknowledge that the really essential object is

attained. The collection is to be kept together, it is to remain

in this city, and is to be forever accessible to visitors under

proper restrictions.
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REPORT OF THE CO^NIMITTEE ON
PUBLICATIONS.

To THE Rhode Island Historical Society at its ainiual

meeting, January 13, 1885.

The Committee on Publications submit the following as their

Annual Report

:

Early in the year they caused to be printed, in accordance

with the Society's instructions, a pamphlet containing a sum-

mary of the Proceedings for the year 1883-84, together with

the President's Address, and the Reports of Standing Com-

mittees, and of the Procurators, and other matters of interest

pertaining to the current history of the Society.

But the chief work of the Committee during the year has been

the superintendence of the printing of Volume VII. of the So-

ciety's Collections, which was authorized by vote at the last

annual meeting.

The Committee are happy to state that this volume is now
nearly completed and will soon be ready for delivery. The Vol-

ume contains the following works :

I. Early Attempts at Rhode Island History ; edited

WITH NOTES and HISTORICAL MEMORANDA BY WiLLIAM E.

Foster.

This work contains

—

1. Preface.

2. An Historical Account of the Planting and growth

of Providence. By Stephen Hopkins.

3. Materials for a History of Rhode Island. Collected

by Theodore Foster.
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4. Appendix: (i) The sentence of expulsion. (2) The

principle of civil and religious separation as held by

Roger Williams. (3) The original records of the

town of Providence,

5. Sketch of the Life and Services of Theodore Foster.

II. The Narragansetts, By Henry C. Dorr.

III. Early Votaries of Natural Science est Ehode
Island. By Charles W. Parsons, M. D.

rV. The First Commencement of Rhode Island Col-

lege. By Reuben A. Guild, LL. D.

V. The British Fleet in Rhode Island. By George
C. Mason.

VI. Nicholas Easton vs. the City of Newport. By
George C. Mason.

The Committee have also to inform the Society, that they

have another valuable paper, now ready for publication. This

is the Diary of the Rev. John Comer, with notes by the late

Rev. C. E. Barrows, D. D. Soon after the decease of Dr.

Barrows the Committee received a letter from Rev. J. W.
Willmarth, of Pliiladelphia, stating that the manuscript of Dr.

Barrows had lieen placed in his hands by the brothers of Dr.

Barrows, and that he was willing to prepare the work for

publication, by revising the notes, and adding a Preface, and a

brief sketch of Dr. Barrows's life. This offer was accepted by

the Committee ; and the manuscript revised and put in condition

for the i)ress, w^as recently forwarded by ]Mr. Willmarth. This

work is now ready for publication, whenever arrangements can

be made for the issue of another ^olume of the Society's Col-

lections.

J, L. Lincoln,

For the Committee.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BUILDING
AND GROUNDS.

Providence, January 13, 1885.

To THE Rhode Island Historical Society :

The expenditures on Building and Grounds for the year

1884 ha\e been as follows :

Amount paid W. S. Hogg for fertilizers and care

of Grounds including removal of snow from

sidewalks, .......
Amount paid Robinson Pierce for repairs within

the Cabinet building, ....
Amount paid Alexander Grant for cleaning and

oiling doors, ......
$64 S6

Respectfully submitted for the Committee,

Isaac H. Southwick,

Chairman.

146
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KEPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GENEALOGICAL
RESEARCHES.

The Committee on Genealogical Researches of the Rhode

Island Historical Society, have the honor to present the follow-

ing, as their Annual Report

:

It gives us great pleasure to observe the constantly increasing-

interest in genealogical investigations, and the very rapidly in-

creasing facilities which every passing year affords for their

useful and intelligent prosecution ; and we congratulate the So-

ciety upon the work accomplished in this State (chiefly througli

its influence and aid) , during the past ten years ; and the bril-

liant prospect of success and increased effort in the future.

We learn, with great satisfaction, that one of our citizens has

in contemplation, the preparation of a Dictionary of Rhode

Island Genealogy, on the plan of Savage's New England Dic-

tionary, but, of course, coming down to a later time ; which,

from what we know of its proposed author, we believe will be

executed in the most faithful, intelligent and accurate manner,

and will be of inestimable benefit to students, and creditable to

its author ; and worthy of every encouragement by the Society,

the State and individuals. The modesty of this gentleman ]>rc-

cludes the mention of his name at this time, but we have no

hesitation in urging on all Rhode-Islanders a generous support,

at the proper time, for so praiscAvorthy an object.

A\ e are happy to see, on the shelves of this Institution, a

large accession of new books pertaining to this department, and

trust in the future to see an increase of works, bearing on the

title pages the names of members of this Society.

We take leave to remind members and others, that there are,

in this State, two magazines devoted partly to this object, and
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doing in an humble way (^^jiro bono jjiiblico," without hope of

gain), some useful service; and to invite, on their behalf, such

encouragement as articles contributed, strictly historical or ge-

nealogical, may afford, and also such increase of subscriptions

as will justify improvement in quantity of matter, and in style

and illustrations.

Your Committee desire to express their sense of obligation

to the Secretary and Librarian, Mr. Perry, for the particular

interest he has always shown in their department, and for the

very great benefits they believe the Institution has derived from

his efficient services.

All which is respectfully submitted by

Henry E. Turner, Chairman,

For the Committee.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE AMERICAN
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.

Report of Dr. Parsons, as a delegate to a meeting in Saratoga

for the promotion of the "American Historical Association."

In compliance with a call, signed by officers of the American

Social Science Association and by three eminent Professors of

History, a meeting was held at Saratoga, Sept. 9, 1884, for

the purpose of forming an American Historical Association. It

was decided to make a separate organization, not a mere depart-

ment of the Social Science Association. Its object is, to pro-

mote historical studies in this country. President Andrew D.

White of Cornell University was chosen President of the new

organization. (Jur Society was represented by Mr. AVilliam B.

Weeden, Avho was appointed a member of the Executive Coun-

cil, and by Dr. C. W. Parsons.

6
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Public meetings were held on the 9th and 10th of September ;

when addresses were read as follows :

By President White on the Relations between General and

Special Historical Studies ; by Professor C. K. Adams of Mich-

igan University, on Federal Land-Grants for the support of

higher Education in the North-West ; by Professor Moses Coit

Tyler, on the Influence of Tiiomas Paine on the Popular Reso-

lution for American Independence ; by Dr. Austin Scott of

Rutgers College, on the Law of Constitutional Development in

the United States. These papers were all able and instructive,

and attracted large audiences.

Private meetings were also held, at which papers were read

as follows : By Dr. Edward Channing of Harvard L^niversity,

on the Origin of Town-Government in tlie New-England Colo-

nies ; by C. H. Livermore of Johns Hopkins University, on the

Founders of New Haven ; by Professor Crane of Cornell on Xew
Sources of German History in the Middle Ages ; a Report on

the progress of the "Monumenta Germaniae Historica," by Dr.

Francke of Harvard ; and on the Narrative and Critical History

of America, presented by its Editor, Mr. Justin Winsor.

A copy of the Proceedings of an "American Historical So-

ciety," founded in 1835 at Washington, was received with much
interest. That society was short-lived. Its active membership

was confined to residents of the District of Columbia, so that its

national appellation was a misnomer.
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REPORT OF COM]\nTTEE ON THE DEED AND
MAP OF PAWTUXET LANDS.

To THE Rhode Island Historical Society :

Of the old deed and map of 1683, referred to me for consid-

eration, the date of the deed only, as it seems to me is of

especial interest ; and it is singular that it has not heretofore

been noticed, as the deed is recorded in Book I., pp. 260—261.

But the hand-writing of Thomas Olney, town clerk, is small,

and the lines close together, as if he were trying to comprise

as much matter as possible in the last pages of tlie book, mak-

ing it difficult, and requiring patience to read.

The deed in our Cabinet gives the reference of its record

erroneously as being on pages 160—161.

The date, as I have said, is of especial interest, as at this

date the deed states that Roger Williams was dead, thus

showing an approximation of fifteen days nearer to the time of

his death than has heretofore been known. Knowles's Memoir

(p. 354) says, he died between January 16 and May 10, 1683.

We now know by the date of this deed, that he died between

January 16 and April 25. In other respects the deed and map

contain little of historic significance, or that is new to any one

conversant with the town's history. To go fully into matters

connected with the time to which they relate, would be but to

tell the old story of the ever-recurring contentions among the

proprietors of Providence as to their land-rights ; and to the

long controversy that existed between Providence and Pawtuxet

relative to the bounds between them, which were not finally de-

termined till 1711. All which are sufficiently related by our

late president in his history of the State. The map referred to,
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is merely a drawing of the course of the Wonasquatucket and

Pawtuxet rivers, and defining tlie hind between them, and on

the banks of both rivers. The map shouki also have shown the

Pawtucket or Blackstone river to have included all that William

Hai'ris and his adherents claimed for the town under the con-

cession of Miantinomo of "up streams without limits." The

diflferent interpretation put upon this phrase is one—it may have

been the principal— cause of the bitter feud that long existed

betwixt Williams and Harris ; Harris contending that it con-

ferred an absolute title to all the land up to the sources of those

rivers, and on all the branches leading into them, while Wil-

liams held it to be a mere courtesy of the Sachem, Avhich gave

permission only for the pasturage of their cattle.

Williams's letter on the subject may be found in Knowles^s

Memoir, pp. 409, 411.

This seems all I need say of the deed and map.

I will, however (though not connected with the matter gi^en

me to consider, still is of some interest), allude to a proposi-

tion of Koger Williams to the town in relation to Indian lands,

and give the town's answer thereto through its committee, con-

sisting of Thomas Olney, Sr., William Harris and Arthur

Fenner. The clerk, Thomas Olney, Jr. \\a8 directed to sign

the reply in behalf of the town.

Indians were still upon these grounds, claiming still to have

rights tliere, and AVilliams had an idea of a plantation at Cow-

eset, or in that region ; and ha\ ing ascertained that the sum of

thirty pounds would be satisfactory to them for relinquishing

their claim, with his ever-scrupulous justice towards the natives,

proposed to raise that sum for them.

This, the party led by William Harris objected to, as it might

prove a precedent for further claims to land the town had ac-

quired of their former Sachems.

The connnittee, however, would not ol)ject to giving them a

gratuity, to quiet their claims, which should not form a prece-

dent, and not create in them a notion that they still had rights

in the land.
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Williams's proposition is of date October 27, 1660, and is

addressed to his "Lovino; friends and Xeiofhbours :" assembled

probably imder the spreading branches of some "eminent tree,"

on the town street.

I will not read his proposition, as it maybe found in Knowles's

jNIemoirs, p. 404.

The reply of the committee I will read, as I have not seen

it in print. It is as follows :

"The lands upon Moshassuck and Wonasquatucket, are ours

already, and Avhen we plant we will agree with the Indians

either to remove or to fence :

"2d. Where as you say the Indians have subjected to the

•Bay, we say they were subject to the Xanhoggansett Sachems

when you bought the lands which we now have and yourself

propose to buy, and we know if we let go our true hold already

attained, we shall (if not ourselves, yet our posterity) smart

for it ; and we conceive that we do truly understand what your-

self doth not, and if yoiir apprehension take place, as we hope

it never will, in those your proposals, we happily may see what

we conceive you desire not, the ruin of what you haAC given

Xame to (viz.) poor Providence.

"As for the natives complaining, we have not yet wronged

them any further than satisfaction, that we know of, nor shall

not ; what their wrongs to us are, we have hitherto rather

smothered than complained
;
yet we must tell you that w^e shall

not be averse to any fair gratuity, either to take them off their

fields or otherwise ; always having respect unto the Art of the

Sachems whom you have formerly so honoured :

And herein if you can accomplish, we shall be ready to assist

with further pay upon our former grounds ; otherwise we shall

not meddle and forbid any to do.

"Thus in love tho' in brief returned, we rest your Xeigh-

bours."

I have said the town meeting was probably under some "emi-

nent tree." At a town meeting of date 3d X'ov., 1655, it w^as
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"Ordered that the publication of marriage, shall, under the hand

of a magistrate, be set upon some eminent tree, in the town

street, after which publication the marriage shall be lawful after

a fortnight, if no exception come within that fortnight time :

"That in extraordinary cases Persons may in a shorter time

procure and purchase a Town meeting, where there may be

publication."

John Andrews Rowland.
January 13, 1885.

PROCURATOR'S REPORT.

Neavport, R. I., January 3, 1885.

To the President and Members of the Rhode Island

Historical Society :

It is pleasant to state that there lias been a marked improve-

ment in the interest in historical matters in Newport, and par-

ticularly in local history. Evidence of this is found in the ready

response to an appeal made a few months ago, for means to

purchase and restore the old Sabbatarian Church on Barney

street, a building that has an interesting history, for it was

erected in 1729, the second period of Colonial architecture.

The society that worshiped here claimed to be the oldest Sabba-

tarian, and the fifth Baptist church in America. The deed was

taken in the name of Arnold Collins, goldsmith, a member of

the society, and the father of Henry Collins, a prominent citizen
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in his day. The exterior of the building is severely plain, but

in the interior there is some of the best work of the period.

The details of the pulpit are worthy of attention, and the stairs

leading to it are richer and more delicately wrought than in any

other instance in NcAvport. The tablets on the wall, back of

the pulpit, were presented to the society by Deacon John Tan-

ner, in 1773, and through all these years the lettering remains

bright and clear. Below the Decalogue there is this text, from

Romans iii., 31. "Do we then make void the law through

faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law."

Opposite the pulpit, on the front of the gallery, there is a

clock in running order, made by William Claggett, who made

the clock in Trinity Church steeple, and whose time-pieces are

sought after and valued by collectors.

The building when purchased by the Historical Society was

no longer weather-tight, and was fast going to decay. The

Committee to whom was assigned the work of restoring it and

putting it into habitable order, faithfully adhered to the original

details, the only departure being the removal of the pews, to

give the necessaiy floor-room for the use of the Society.

As soon as the building was ready for occupation, the archives

of the Society were removed from the Redwood Library to the

new quarters, where they are now accessible, and the hall is

opened daily, and on one evening of each week. A slip-cata-

logue has been made, and a further effort will be made to have

it printed. It embraces 357 bound volumes, 1074 pamphlets,

2200 unbound copies of the Xewport Mercury, 9 bound volumes

of the same paper, 500 copies of other newspapers, 300 alma-

nacs, including complete files from 1742 to 1870, and 411

manuscripts.

To still further advance the cause and insure a deeper interest

in historical research, it is proposed to have papers read and

addresses at regular monthly meetings.

Respectfully,

George C. Mason,

Procurator.



52 EHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

REPOETS OF ERASTU.^ RICHARDSON AND
REV. E. M. PORTER.

To THE Rhode Island Historical Society :

The undersigned hereby reports and sends the following named

documents :

1

.

Original Deed of land now in the centre of AYoonsocket,

from Seth Chapin of Mendon, Suffolk County, Mass., to John

Arnold of Providence, in the Colony of Rhode Island, Jan. 4,

1742. AVitnessed by Ephraim Chapin and Josiah Chapin.

See p. 17, Richardson's History of Woonsocket.

2. Original Deed, dated Doc. 20, 1 ()(')!, of seven and a

lialf acres of land in Providence, from James Matteson to fJohn

Whipple; witnessed by Thomas Olney, Jr., and John Brown.

Contributed by Moses Roberts.

3. Original Enlistment Roll of Co. B, Third R. I. Regi-

ment, Aug. 11), 1861. Contributed by Col. L. C. Tourtel-

lot, Woonsocket.

Respectfully submitted,

EuASTUS RlCHAltDSOX,

Prociu'ator.

Woonsocket, Jan. 7, iSSf).

The Rev. E. H. Porter, Procurator for Pawtuckct, sent sev-

eral recent town reports of Pawtuckct with a note requesting

that these contributions be received as his rci)ort for the year

lb84-5.



TREASURERS REPORT.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER.

Dr. Richmond P. Everett, Treastircr, in account with the Rhode Island

Historical Society.

Jan. 5. To cash on hand.

Mar. I. Donation from Rev. F. Dennison,

1885.

Jan. 12. Taxes from 220 members,

do. overdue from 9 members,

Fees for admission from 16 members,

Sale of books and pamphlets,

Library Committee,

Cr.

$26 10

2 00

660 00

27 00

80 00

27 50

22 17

^844 77

Richmond P. Everett, Treasurer, in account with the Rhode Island

Historical Society.

May 17. Kellogg Printing Co. for printing Report of 1883-84,

and books bought at the Cooke sale, . . . IS154 80

Jan. 12. Fuel, Gas and Janitor,

Postage, Meetings, Express and Printing,

Library Committee, ....
Buildings and Grounds,

Magazines, ......
Cash on hand, .....

There is on deposit in the Rhode Island Hospital Trust

Co., Seventy-five and 37-100 dollars.

252
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND.

Dr. Richmond P. Everett, Treasurer, in account with the Rhode hlaud
Historical Society.

1884.

Jan. 5. Cash on hand, ........ $1000 00

Apr. 14. Henry G. Russell, 50 00

July I. Interest from Providence Institution for Savings for

January and July, 1884, ...... 40 90

jgiogo 90

Cr. Richmond P. Everett, Treasurer, in accou7tt ivith the Rhode Island

Historical Society.

1885.

Jan. 12. Cash on hand, $1090 90

There is deposited in the Providence Institution for

Savings Ten Hundred and Ninety and 90-100 dollars.

$1090 90

RICHMOND P. EVERETT,
Treasurer.

Examined the above account and found it correct.

John P. Walker,

Lewis J. Chace,

Edwin Barrow.s,

Audit Committee.

Providence, January 12, 1885.
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PUBLICATION ACCOUNT.

Dr.

i8

Jan.

Richmond P. Everett, Treasurer, in account with the Rhode Island

Historical Society.

Received subscriptions from

—

John P. Walker,

William Goddard,

William Gammell,

Dr. Ariel Ballou,

Dr. Charles W. Parsons

James Tillinghast,

Sullivan Dorr,

Benjamin F. Thurston,

Henry C. Cranston,

Royal C. Taft, .

Thomas Vernon,

Francis W. Carpenter,

Frederick M. Ballou,

William B. Weeden,

Zephaniah Williams,

* Henry Lippitt,

James Burdick,

John H. Stiness, .

$ioo oo

25 00

25 00

25 00

25 00

25 00

25 00

20 00

10 00

10 00

10 00

10 00

10 00

10 00

10 00

10 00

10 00

10 00

$370 00

Cr. Richmond P. Everett, Treasurer, in account with the Rhode Island

Historical Society.

1885.

Jan. 12. Cash on hand, 37° 00

There is deposited in the Rhode Island Hospital Trust

Co., this day, Jan. 12, 1885, Three Hundred and Seventy

dollars.
^370 00

Examined this account and found it correct.

Providence, January 12, i{

RICHMOND P. EVERETT,
Treasurer,

John P. Walker,

Lewis J.
Chace,

Edwin Barrows,

.4udit Committee.
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NECROLOGY.

Albert Gorham Angell died in Dayton, Ohio, Jauuaiy

11, 1884, at the age of sixty years and fifteen months. He was

directly descended from Thomas Angell, who was among the

earliest settlers of Providence. He was born in Providence,

December 27, 1823, and was the son of Enos and Catherine

(Gorham) Angell. In connection with his elder brother, the

late William G. Angell, he was one of the founders of the

Eagle Screw Company, which was established in Providence in

1838. Of this company, his brother was made the treasurer

and he himself was made the agent. In 1860 this company

was merged in the American Screw Company with a capital of

a million of dollars, and in this new company he was continued

as the business agent while his brother was made the president.

This situation he held till 1876, when he withdrew from the

service of the company. A few years later he removed to

Dayton, Ohio, and established there the Dayton ScrcAv Com-

pany, which has become one of the most prosperous industries

of that city. Of this company he was made president and he

conducted its affairs with singular energy and success to the end

of his life. He married Octavia T. Jones who survives him

with a son and a daughter.

He became a life member of this Society in 1875, and was

much interested in the objects which it is designed to promote.

Amos De Forest Lockavood, the son of Captain Benoni

and Phebe (Greene) Lockwood, was born in Pawtuxet, R. I.,

October 30, 1811. He came of an ancestory coeval with our

State ; claiming descent from Roger "Williams on the maternal

side, and on the father's side from Abraham Lockwood who set-

tled in Warwick about 1690. The Greenes of Warwick were

also amons: his ancestors.
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One of ten children, lie left home at the age of sixteen to

find employment in Rehoboth, where he lived four years and

laid the foundation of that knowledo-e of cotton-manufacturino-

which he followed up in the employ of Almy, Brown & vSlater

at Slatersville. During the rest of his long and valuable life

he was identified with the extension of this industry from Maine

to Georgia, and in the department of mill-engineering there was

no one whose advice was so much sought.

After a residence of twenty-one years in Slatersville and five

years in Danielsonville, Connecticut, Mr. Lockwood removed

with his family to Lewiston, Maine, where he made his home

for twelve years. Actively engaged in constantly increasing

business, Mr. Lockwood was largely instrumental in promoting

the welfare of Lewiston ; and here, as in other })laces of his

abode, he was not content with the growth of its material re-

sources alone, but took an active part in all that related to the

moral, intellectual and spiritual condition of society ; so that,

while filling the highest business positions, he also occupied most

responsible offices of trust in literary and religious corporations

of which he was a member. To every interest with which he

was associated he brought the same high sense of honor, the

same sterling integrity ; and in every official position the most

faithful and conscientious attention to duty was his marked char-

acteristic. His successful life, unimpeached in its integrity and

unsullied by a blot, bears testimony to his ability and fidelity.

With all his devotion to business, Mr. Lockwood always had

leisure for proper demands of social intercourse, for which he

was eminently qualified ; and no one who had the privilege of

his friendship can ever forget his courteous deportment, his

genial manner or his commanding presence. Of a consistent

Christian life, he was foremost in every good word and work in

the Cono-reo-ational Church of which he was a member from

early youth ;—a profession which he adorned both by precept

and example.
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In 1873 he came with his family to Providence, where he re-

sjided until his death, after an illness of but three days, on the

sixteenth of January-, 1884.

On the 27th of May, 1835, Mr. Lookwood married Miss

Sarah F. Deming of Boston, Mass., who survives him together

with two daughters, Mrs. John W, Danielson and Miss Amelia

DeF. Lockwood.

George Whitman Danielsox, ethtor of the Providence

Journal, died in Providence, March '2b. 1884, at the age of

fifty-four years and eleven months. He was bom in Killingly,

Conn., Aprd 26. 1829 and was the son of Joseph Whitman

and Lucy Maria (Prince) Danielson. On his father's side he was

descended from Jacob Whitman of Providence, a large owner

of real estate near the junction of Westminster and Weybosset

streets. His youth was passeil in his native town, and in its

schools he receiveil whatever eilucation he derived from teachers.

He was early attracted to the business of printing and learned

something ot the art in the office of the newspaper of liis native

village. He came to Providence in 1845 and worked for a time

on several of the minor newspapers here. After a short-lived

experiment as a newspaper pubhsher in Killingly, he returned

to Providence and here spent the remainder of his life in the oc-

cupation for which he had shown such decideil preference and in

which he was destined to achieve such eminent success. In 1859

he established in Providence the Evening Press in company

with Mr. Albeit R. Cooke, but in 18G2 he withilrew from its

management and sold his interest in the property to his partner.

Soon after this event he was invited by Messrs. Knowles & An-

thony, the proprietors of the Providence Journal, to become a

partner with them in the ownership and management of that

paper, and he entered his new sphere of labor on Januaiy 1,

18G3.

The Journal had already accjuireil distinction among the

newspapers of Xew England under the management of its early
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editor, Mr. Anthony. This distinction had been well main-

tained after Mr. Anthony's election to the Senate of the United

States in 1859, by Mr. James B. Angell, who had been a Pro-

fessor in Brown University and is now the accomplished head

of the University of Michigan. Mr. Danielson though not a

practiced writer, yet knew how to make vigorous paragraphs and

was familiar with the entire business of printing and publishing

a newspaper. He thus brought executive skill and energy to

the office. Selected and summoned to his assistance a circle

of practiced and accomplished writers of various tastes and

acquirements who in accordance with his general plans dis-

cussed in brief and well-executed articles the questions of the

time. He also infused new enterprise into the paper by estab-

lishing places for its sale in different parts of the city and in

several villages in every part of the State. It acquired a new

importance as an advertising medium, and before the first month

of his management was ended the Evening Bulletin made its

daily appearance as a reduced edition of the Journal with all

the news of the day superadded.

These arrangements for conducting the business on a greatly

enlarged plan were all the work of Mr. Danielson. He saw

clearly the demand which existed and he determined to meet it

without delay. The Journal immediately assumed a new im-

portance. The intense excitement of the civil war and the

constantly recurring eagerness for the latest news from the dis-

tant fields of battle, greatly assisted in promoting the success of

the enterprise, and the Evening Bulletin innnediately became

a necessity of the people at the close of every day. Mr. Danielson

almost alone carried on the work of managing and controlling

these two daily papers for a period of more than twenty-one

years. They were years of well-nigh ceaseless toil, and of

responsibility such as no one but a man of extraordinary phys-

ical and mental strength could have endured. By the necessities

of his position he became not only a power in the politics of the

city and of the State, but also in a far broader sense, a guide
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and a former of public opinion on all the great questions of the

time. The opportunities thus crowded upon him he aimed to

use for what he deemed the public interest and so far as possi-

ble without injury to the rights of individuals ; and his course

received the general approval of the public. The influence

which he thus wielded was very widely felt and often resisted

by others, but by him it was seldom misused and never prosti-

tuted to any personal ends of his own. He had no political

aspirations to gratify. His single aim was to make the Journal
such a paper as would meet the wnnts of the community. In

doing this he spared no expense as its publisher and no labor or

watchfulness as its editor ; and in this twofold capacity he gave

to it the greater part of every twenty-four hours almost without

respite or relaxation of any kind. Such unremitted labor of

both body and mind was more than the human organisnx was

made to endure. The end came Avith fearfid suddenness. Al-

most Avithout premonition he Avas smitten with paralysis, and

after two days of unconsciousness he ceased to breathe.

He was a man of great kindness, though of great positive-

ness in his opinions ; he was always thoughtful of the rights and

interests of those w^hom he employed, and delighted to promote

by his favor as an editor and his liberality as a citizen, the insti-

tutions of charity and beneficence which exist in the State.

He became identified with several business enterprises of the city

and was an active member and for many years president of the

New England Press Association. He became a member of the

Rhode Island Historical Society in 1881. In January, 1881, he

married Rosa F. Peckham, daughter of Dr. F. H. Peckham

of Providence, Avho survives him with tAvo children.

Alexander Farnum Avas the son of Darius D. Farnum, of

Waterford in the toAvn of Blackstone, Mass., and Avas born

there, July 18, 1830. He attended the Univei'sity Grammar
School in Providence, and graduated with high honors at Brown

University in 1852. He resided in Providence through his
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whole business life ; being engaged in trade in cotton till the

year 18(35. Always taking an intelligent interest in politics,

he was a member of the General Assembly, 1864—65, and

Speaker of the House of Representatives, 1865. He subse-

quently held many offices of trust in connection with financial

institutions, for which he was admirably fitted by ability, knowl-

edge, integrity and tact. In 1877, he was chosen Vice-Presi-

dent, and in 1881, President, of the Rhode Island Hospital

Trust Company, and held the latter office till his death.

Mr. Farnum was a most useful citizen, interested in all that

concerned the intellectual and educational welfare of the city in

which he lived, faithful to every trust, equipped with various

and accurate knowledge, endowed with rapid and keen percep-

tive powers, quick and positive in decision. He was for several

years a member of the School Committee. He was a Director

and member of the Library Committee of the Providence Athe-

naeum for almost twenty years, was chosen its Vice-President in

1870, and President in 1882. He was a Trustee of the Provi-

dence Public Library from the year 1875 ; was its Treasurer

and chairman of the Library Committee at the time of his death.

For offices like these he was exceptionally well qualified, not

only by his good judgment, and those delightful personal qual-

ities Avhich made it a pleasure to cooperate with him, but es-

pecially by his knowledge of finances and of books. He was a

diligent reader, a special student of bibliography, and a large

collector. His library was one of the richest in a city noted for

its private libraries ; it was strong in poetry and the drama, in

literary history and bibliography, in antiquarianism, and illus-

trated works on the fine arts. It contained the choicest editions,

and of English classics numerous editions. It is well described

in General Rogers's work on the Private Libraries of Provi-

dence.

Mr. Farnum became a member of this Society in 1882, and

was immediately placed on the Committee of Publications. In



62 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

December, he read a paper before the Society on tlie public

life and political genius of Alexander Hamilton.

He married in 1853 Charlotte B. Ormsbee, daughter of

Captain John H. Ormsbee. His widow and four children

survive him.

After several attacks of paralytic nature, which too surely

betokened some serious lesion of the brain, for which in 1883

he visited Europe with temporary benefit, he died May 11,

1884.

"In private and social life Mr. Farnum was admired and

loved alike for his personal virtues and his brilliant talents, for

his coiu'teous manners and his kindly and genial temper ; where

he was best known he was most hiffhlv valued and best honored

and loved, and among his intimate literary companions and

friends he was always a choice spirit of their circle."

Henry Bowen Anthony, LL.D. died in Providence, Sep-

tember second, 1884, at the age of sixty-nine years and five

months. He was the son of William and Mary Kinnicutt

(Greene) Anthony of Coventry and was born in that town,

April 1, 1815. His early education was acquired at the best

schools and he gi'aduated at Brown University in 1833, and

received there the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws, in 1872.

His youthful tastes were refined and literary, and he early began

to write for the magazines of the day and also for the Provi-

dence Journal, which was then under the control of his kins-

man, George W. Jackson. In 1838 he became the editor of

the Journal and formed a partnership with its proprietors under

the name of Knowles, Vose & Anthony, and though he subse-

quently ceased to be editor-in-chief, his proprietorship was

greatly enlarged and continued to the end of his life. His

partners were practical printers while he controlled the literary

character and tlic political tone of the paper.

Though Mr. Anthony was now only twenty-three years of

age, his work immediately gave assurance of the distinguished
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success which he was ere lono; to achieve. The Free-suffrao;e

agitations which very soon began to threaten the peace and

order of the State imposed on the conductor of the leading news-

paper a task of unusual labor and responsibility. The struggle

became involved in the politics of adjoining States and in its suc-

cessive phases it lasted for several years. The party of order

and law leaned on the Providence Journal for guidance and

support to an extent never before witnessed in the history of the

State. Its youthful editor became known as a person of import-

ance in the homes of the people. Such was the estimation in

in Avhich his services at this time were held by leading citizens,

that a costly testimonial in recognition of them, in the form of

several handsome pieces of silver, was presented to him. These

services also secured for the Journal tke place among Amer-

ican newspapers which it has ever since retained.

In 1849 Mr. Anthony was chosen Governor of Rhode Island,

the Whig party being at the time in the ascendancy in the State,

and was again chosen in 1850. He might have been chosen

for other terms but he declined to become a candidate again.

He had had no previous experience in public positions of any

kind, but he performed the duties of the office with great fidelity

and also with dignity and grace. His administration was highly

acceptable to the people of the State, and the manner in which

he presided in the Senate and in the Grand Committee of both

houses of the legislature, ga^e presage of the eminence he was

to attain as a presiding officer in the American Senate and as a

leading authority in Parliamentary law. The duties of the office

did not seriously interrupt his work as an editor, and on his lay-

ing them aside the management of the Journal again became

his sole occupation. A few years later he spent six or seven

months in a brief visit to Europe, which was almost the only

episode of entire leisure in his professional or even in his pub-

lic life.

In 1858 he was chosen a Senator of the United States to

succeed the Hon. Philip Allen, whose term was to expire in
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March, 1850, and he took his seat at the meeting of Congress

in December, in the administration of President Buchanan.

This seat he continued to hold by five successive elections to the

end of his life, and his fifth term would not have expired till

March 4, 1889. Had he lived io complete it, his period of ser-

vice in the Senate would have been thirty years, a period which

has been attained only by Mr. Benton of Missouri. The years

he spent there embrace the most eventful and critical portion of

later American history. They witnessed the sectional agitations

which preceded the war of Secession, the long and bitter agonies

which that dreadful strife brought upon the nation, and the

complete restoration of the Union on the basis of absolute

freedom for all the people of the country. In all the diversi-

fied legislation which secured this triumphant result he bore an

honorable and conspicuous part and was intimately associated

both in counsel and in action with the foremost statesmen, who,

whether in the Cabinet or in Congress, shaped the legislation of

that eventful period. lie was never an extreme j)artizan. He
alwftvs extended the courtesies of "ood breedino- and the ameni-

ties of social intercourse to those to whom in political action he

was most opposed. As years went on he became a favorite

among Senators and was thus often able to secure results which

might not have been accorded to others. On entering the Sen-

ate he was assigned to the Joint Conunittee on Printing' in which

he continued to serve to the end of his life ; and for twenty

years of tliis period he was its chairman. He was also attached

to the Senate Conunittee on Naval Affairs for a period of almost

equal length and was repeatedly offere'd the place of chairman,

which he uniformly declined. He was four times chosen Presi-

dent ^9?Y> tempore of the Senate, a position which he filled with

unusual success and was recognized as an authority of the very

first order in all matters j^ertaining to deliberative proceedings.

He was again honored with this distinction at the opening of the

session in 1883, but he declined it because of his failing health.

It was not the habit of Mr. Anthony frequently to engage in
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the debates of the Senate. He had been trained to the use of

the pen rather than to the practice of unwritten speech. But

whenever it became necessary for him to explain the measures

he brought forward, he spoke with force and effect and generally

secured their adoption, while on occasions of ceremony he had

few" equals in the grace and winning power of his addresses.

He never permitted a word of disparagement or of imputation

of any kind to be uttered against Rhode Island or its institu-

tions without sliowing his power of scathing rebuke and his

readiness at all times to vindicate her character and good name.

No public man of his time was more faithful to the interests and

the reputation of his native State. He secured for her man}'

important advantages and was singularly devoted to the interests

and the prosperity of her people. They in return delighted to

honor him. His repeated elections to the Senate were in full

accordance with their preference and were made almost without

opposition.

Mr. Anthony was unusually familiar with Rhode Island

history as he often had occasion to show, both in his labors as

an editor and his services as a Senator. The Providence

Journal has always been an exponent of the history of the

State and has taken frequent occasions to correct false imjDres-

sions concerning it. The speeches of our late Senator, however,

show something more than an incidental acquaintance with our

historical past. His knowledge of it was not gathered for par-

ticular occasions ; it was stored away in his mind and always

ready for use and he delighted in an opportunity to draw from it

in explaining the principles which underlie our institutions and

in celebrating the exalted characters or the heroic deeds of any

of our people. He had been a member of this Society since

1836, a longer period, with a single exception, than any one

whose name is now on its rolls. Though in recent years he

seldom attended its meetings, he took frequent occasion to ex-

press his interest in its prosperity and its work w ith which he

was in the fullest sympathy.
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But he was not merely a man of pulilic affairs, devoted to the

politics of the State and the nation. He had an inner life of

thought and sentiment all his own and his whole natui^e was full

of gentleness and kindness. He was a very genial companion,

a favorite in cultivated society and a votary of elegant litera-

ture. Several years ago he became the possessor of one of the

rarest collections of American Poetry extant, to which he made

numerous additions. His library always contained the works

of the best authors and his home was hospitable and attractive.

The most eminent men in the Senate and in the Cabinet were

among his intimate friends and the touching eulogies which have

just l)een spoken by his fellow-senators at the Capitol, attest

alike the personal and the pul)li(; estimation in which they held

him. Even the manner in whicli he disposed of his hand-

some estate in his last will and testament shows alike his

thouglitfu] kindness for his friends and his regard for the insti-

tutions and interests of his native State. In addition to liberal

l)equests to his relatives, he bestowed generous gifts in token of

his regard on nearly forty friends whom he mentions by name.

His collection of American Poetry he ga^e to Brown Uni\er-

sity where it will remain forever a memorial alike of his schol-

arly tastes and of his attachment to the place of his education.

In addition to this he gave to the University |12,500 and an

equal sum to the Rhode Island Hospital. He left to the city of

Providence, where he had always lived, a reversionary bequest

of $30,000 for a public fountain and $3,000 for prizes in the

[)ublic schools, and to the Free Public Library his valuable col-

lection of the Public Docrai/jnts of the Government of the

United States. He also made gifts for the benefit of the public

schools of Coventry, his natiAC town, and for the Anthony Ly-

ceum established there.

In 1838 he married Sarah Aborn, daughter of Christopher

Rhodes of Pawtuxet, who died in 1854, leaving no children.

This bereavement cast its shadoAv over all his later life and lie

was henceforth a solitary man. He lived for his friends, for his
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public duties and for the service of the State. He greatly en-

joyed his life at Washington and his kindly relations with

Senators and could he have chosen the manner of his final de-

parture, it would undoubtedly have been to die at last at the

National Capital, and as near as possible to that legislative

chamber in which for twenty-five years he had shared in the

highest proceedings of the Government.

Isaac Miles Bull died in Cornwall, Conn., September 8,

1884, in the seventy-sixth year of his age. He Avas born in

Milford, Conn., in 1809, and was the son of Benedict and

Elizabeth (Carrington) Bull. In early manhood he made

voyages to China under the auspices of his uncle the late Ed-

ward Carrington of Providence. He at length became a resi-

dent merchant in Canton as a member of the firm of Bull,

Nye & Co., and remained there fifteen years engaged in an

extensive China trade, which he carried on with marked success.

On his return to the United States in 1847 he settled in New
York where he founded the business firm of Bull, Pai'kin cS; Co.,

which was also largely engaged in the China trade. Several

years later he became an owner in the Hamlet Mill at Woon-

socket, which had belonged to his uncle, and of this he was the

sole owner at the time of his death. His proprietorship of the

Hamlet ]Mill led him many years ago to make his residence in

Providence where he was held in high esteem by those who knew

him. He became a member of this Society in 1881.

Edwin Channing Earned died at Lake Forest, near Chi-

cago, September 18, 1884. He was the son of the late John

S. Earned, and was born in Providence, July 14, 1820. He

was educated at Brown University, where he was graduated in

1840, leaving behind him a bright record of scholarship and

character. On leaving college, he accepted and held for a while

the position of Professor of Mathematics in Kemper College,

near St. Louis. In 1841, he returned to Providence and be-
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gan the study of law in the office of the late Hon. Albert C
Greene. After completing his professional stiulies, Mr. Lamed
commenced the practice of law in Providence ; bnt in 1847 he

removed to Chicago, and there entered into partnership Avith

Cyrus Bentley, a graduate of Brown University, of the class of

1844. By his talents and attainments, and the fine quality of his

character he soon established himself in his profession, and also

in the confidence and esteem of the citizens of Chicago ; and dur-

ing his long residence there, which extended beyond the period

of an entire generation, the history of his OAvn life in its ever

enlarging professional and public relations was closely identified

with the remarkable growth of that great city of the West.

He was a man of pronounced anti-slavery sentiments, and in

the discharo:e of his duties as United States District Attornev,

he rendered valuable services in promoting the cause of justice

and of freedom. All great enterprises that looked to the im-

provement and prosperity of the city of his adoption, in advanc-

ing the interests of education, philanthropy, morals, and religion,

found in him a fast friend and an efficient supporter. Especially

was he conspicuous, during the war, for his patriotism and devo-

tion to the cause of the Union. No less eons})icuous were the

beneficent services which he rendered after the calamitous fire in

Chicago, "in methodizing and carrying into efi^ect the measures

that were taken by the citizens of Chicago, to relieve the suffer-

ers , and to aid those, who had seen all their property swept

away, in getting upon their feet again, and starting upon a new

career." From scenes, such as these, of a professional and

public activity, alike useful and honorable, in which Mr. Lamed

had passed the best years of his life, he at length Avithdrew,

and came l>ack to Providence to spend such years as might be

left him, in his native city, the home of his boyhood and youth,

and among his kindred and his oldest friends. He had already

begun to settle down in his new Providence home, and with a

quiet satisfaction to renew and fasten closer the ties that bound

him to the place of his birth and his education, and all the
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cherished memories and associations of his early years. Warmly
was he welcomed back by all who knew him, and knew him but

to honor and love him, and who, from their knowledge of him,

counted in him a valualile accession to our city, as one eminently

fitted by his large intelligence, and sound judgments and eleva-

ted tastes, by his tried })atriotism and public spirit, and by his

christian sentiments and character to promote the highest and

best interests of the community. But these hopes of his friends

as of himself were not to be fulfilled. Too soon he was visited

by symptoms of a malady, which plainly told him, that life with

him was all precarious, and liable at any moment to a sudden

termination. Such however was his sure and firm christian faith,

that this intelligence seemed not to disturb liis cheerfulness, or

to abate his active interest in all that pertained to his daily du-

ties. He left Providence in the summer of 1884, to visit his

son, Mr. Walter C. Larned, in his home at Lake Forest, near

Chicago ; and it was there that the fatal visitation came to him

of his malady, disease of the heart.

Mr. Larned Mas elected a member of this Society, at the an-

nual meeting in January, 1883. At a meeting held in the fol-

lowing March, he read a most interesting and instructive lecture

on "The Chicago Fire, and the Relief Work."

Mr. Larned was married, in 1849, to Frances, daughter of

the late Hon. Albert C. Greene, who survives him with two

daughters, and a son.
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INSTITUTIONS AND CORPORATIONS

FROM WHICH GIFTS HAVE BEEN liECEIVED.

American Antiquarian Society, Worcester,
American Bar Association, Philadelphia.

American Philosophical Society,
"

Anthony, Henry B. Executors of his will, Prov-
idence.

Astor Library, New York City.

Berkeley School, Providence.
Bible Revision Committee, New York.
Boston City Messenger.
Boston & Providence Railroad Co., Boston.
Boston Public Librarj',

"

Boston Record Commissioners, "

Bostonian Society,
"

Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Brown University, Providence.
Buffalo Historical Society, Buffalo, N. Y.
Bureau of Education, Washington, IJ. C.
California University, Berkeley, Cal.

Chamber of Commerce, 102 Chambers St., N.Y.
Chicago Historical Society, Chicago.
Chief of Engineers U. S. A., Washington, D.C.
Congregational Society Librarj', Boston.
Copenhagen Royal Society of Northern Anti-

quarians, Copenhagen, Denmark.
Davenport Academy of Natural Science, Iowa.
Essex Institute, Salem, Mass.
Georgia Historical Society, Savannah.
German Society of the City of New York.
Harvard University Theological Faculty, Cam-

bridge, Mass.
Hibernian Society, Philadelphia.

1. (X O. Fellows Encampment, R. I.

1. O. O. Fellows R. W. Grand Lodge, R. I.

Iowa Historical Society, Des Moines, Iowa.
Irrepressible Society, Providence.
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore.
Kansas Historical Society, Topeka, Kan.
Lincoln Library^ Trustees of, Lincoln, Mass.
Lowell Old Residents Historical Society, Low-

ell, Mass.
Magazine of Western History, Cleveland, O.
Maryland Historical Society, Baltimore, Md.
Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston.
Massachusetts State Librarj', Boston.
Melbourne Homeopathic Hospital, Australia.

Mercantile Library Association, San Francisco,
Cal.

Michigan State Librai-y, Lansing, Mich.
Minnesota Academy of Natural Science, Minne-

apolis.

Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Min.
National Fire Insurance Co., 60 Wall St., N.Y.
New England Historic Genealogical Society,

Boston.
New Jersey Historical Society, Newark, N. J.
New York Chamber of Commerce, New York

City.
New York Historical Society, New York City.
New-York Meteorological Observatory, Cen-

tral Park.

New York National Insurance Co.
Norwegian Society for Preserving Antiquities

Kristiana, Nor.
Nova Scotia Historical Society, Halifax, N. S.

Paris Ethnographic Society, Paris.

Providence Atheneeum, Providence.
Providence City Clerk, "

Providence City Government, Providence.
Providence Children's Friend Society, Prov.
Providence Female Charitable Society, "
Providence Police Association, "

Providence Public Library, "

Pennsylvania Historical Society, Philadelphia.
Philadelphia Numismatic and Antiquarian So-

ciety, Philadelphia.
Philadelphia Women's College, Philadelphia.
Rhode Island Hospital, Providence.
Rhode Island Peace Society, "

Rhode Island Soldiers and .Sailors Historical
Society, Providence.

Rhode Island State.

Rhode Island State Board of Health, Prov.
Rhode Island Women's Club, Providence.
Redwood Library, Newport.
Royal Historical Society, Chandos St., London,

Eng.
Royal National Society, London.
Salem North Church, Salem, Mass.
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C.
South Natick Historical and Library Society,

Massachusetts.
St. Elizabeth Home, Providence.
Tennessee Historic Society, Nashville.
Tuft's College, College Hill, Mass.
Union Congregational Society, Providence.
United States Attorney-General, Washington,

D. C.
United States Coast and Geodetic Survey,

Washington, D. C.
United States Department of Justice, Washing-

ton, D. C.
United States Treasury Department, Washing-

ton, D. C.
United States Department of Interior, Wash-

ington, D. C.
Vermont State Historical Society, Montpelier.
Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, Va.
War Department, Washington, D. C.
Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleve-

land, O.
Wisconsin Historical .Society, M.adison, Wis.
Women's Christian Association, Providence.
Women's Educational and Industrial Union,

Providence.
Worcester Society of Antiquity, Worcester,

Mass.
Wyoming Historical and Genealogical Society,

Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Yale College, New Haven, Conn.
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PEESONS

FROM WHOM GIFTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED.

Akerman Co., Providence.

Addeman, J. M., "

Aiken, William H., College Hill, Ohio.

Allen, Miss Candace, Providence.

Aldrich, Nelson W., "

A Friend, "

Amory Thomas C, Boston.

Angell, James B., Ann Harbor, Mich.

Angell, William, New York City.

Anthony, Henry B., Providence.

Arnold, James N., Hamilton, R. I.

Ashton, Rev. Amos T., Gainesville, N. V.

Bailey, William W., Providence.

Baird, Rev. Charles W., Rye, N. Y.

Ballou, Frederic M., Providence.

Bartlett, John R.,
"

Bartow, Mowrey Hale, New York City.

Bates, Caleb G., Summit P. O., Coventry.

Bicknell, Thomas W. , Boston.

Birney, William, Chicago. 111.

Boutwell, Francis Marion, Groton, Mass.

Bradlee, Rev. C. D., Boston.

Bradley, Charles S., Providence.

Brewster, Mrs. J. M., "

Bucklin,.Mrs. J. C,
Burlingame, Edward F., 172 Broad St., Prov.

Buttre, J. C, 48 Franklin St., New York City.

Caldwell, Augustine, Ipswich, Mass.

Carnes, John Q., Providence.

Carrington, Mrs. C. C, Providence.

Chace, Lewis J.,
"

Channing, William F.,
"

Chapin, Dr. C. V.,

Clark, Bishop Thomas M., "

Clark, Rev. William, Florence, Italy.

Coggeshall, Mrs. J. H., Providence.

Coombs, H. M. & Co.,

Courtenay, William A., Charleston, S. C.

Cullum, George W., New York City.

Curran, Henry W., Washington, D. C.

Cross, Samuel H., Providence.

Daboll, David L.,

Daboll, William V.,

Dale, T. Nelson, Boston.

Darling, C. W., Utica, N. Y.

Dean, John Ward, Boston.

Dean, Sidney, Warren.

Denison, C. H., New York City.

Denison, Rev. Frederic, Providence.

Dodge, James H., Boston.

Donnell, E. J., Brooklyn, N. Y.

Dorr, Henry C, Wall St., New York City.

Dowe, Arthur W., Ipswich, Mass.

Doyle, Thomas A., Providence.

Draper, Daniel, Ph. D., New York Citj-.

Draper, Jonathan G., Providence.

Drowne, Henry T., 60 Wall St., N. Y.

Drowne, Rev. Thomas S., Garden City,N. Y.

Durfee, Thomas, Providence.

Dyer, Elisha,
"

Eames, Mrs. James H., Concord, N. H.

Eddy, George M., Brooklyn, N. Y.

Eddy, John, Providence.

Eddy, Rev. Richard, Melrose, Mass.

Eddy, Robert H., Boston.

Eddy, Miss Sarah, Providence,

Eddy, William P., 351 Classon St., Brooklyn.

Eliot, Dr. Ellsworth, 48 W. 36th St., N.Y.City.

Ely, William, D., Providence.

Everett, Richmond P., "

Fisher, Charles H., M. D., Providence.

Folsom, Albert A., Boston.

Freeman, E. L. & Co., Providence.

Fryer, Alfred C, London.

Gammell, Asa Messer, Providence.

Gammell, William, "

Goddard, William, "

Godding, Alvah W., "

Goodell, Abner Cheney, Jr., Salem, Mass.

Goodwin, Rev. Daniel, East Greenwich.

Gorton, Charles, Providence.

Greene, A. C. & Co., "

Greene, George H., Lansing, Mich,

Greene, Paul, Providence.

Greene, William R., Providence.

Green, Arnold, "

Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston,

Guild, Reuben A., Providence.
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Hall, Mrs. Emily A.

Hall, Joseph D., Jr.,

Hammond, B. B.,
"

Harris, George W., East Providence.

Hartwell, Edgar H., 28 West St., N. V.

Hersey, Dr. George D., Providence.

Hill, Thomas J.,

Hilton, William D.,

Holbrook, Albert, "

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston.

Howland, John A., Providence.

Hoyt, David W.,

Hubbard, L. H., 80 Wall St., N. Y.

Huling, Ray G., Fitchburg, Mass.

Jencks, Albert V., Providence.

Jencks, Charles W., "

Jones, Augustine, "

Jones, Charles C, Augusta, Ga.

King, William Dehon, Berkeley, Mass.

Knowles, William, Providence.

Lamb, Mrs. Martha J., New York City.

Earned, Charles, Boston.

Leavitt, George A., New York City

Leggett, Richard J , 83 Chambers St., N. Y.

Lester, John Erastus, Providence.

Little, Mrs. Sophia, "

Lockwood, Mrs. Amos D., "

Luther, , East Providence.

Luther, Mrs. Hannah, Bristol.

Maine, Rev A. E., Westerley.

Mason, George C, Newport.

Mason, Stephen G., Providence.

Mauran, E. C, "

Mauran, James E. , Newport.

Meader, Lewis H., Warren.

Moore, Charles B., New York City.

Morrill, Triphena L., Providence.

Morton, Marcus W., "

Mowry, William A., Boston.

Nickerson, A. D., Salem, Mass.

Nightingale, Samuel A., Providence

Nightingale, William G., "

Noyes, Isaac P., Washington, D. C.

Osgood, Mrs. Samuel, 118 W. nth St., N. Y.

City.

Pabodie, Benjamin F., Providence.

Paine, George T., "

Palmer, E. J., Cleveland, Ohio.

Parsons, Charles W., M. D., Providence.

Peck, Dr. George B.,
"

Peckham, Samuel W., "

Perry, Amos, "

Perry, Rev. Henry G., Chicago.

Perry, (Bishop) Wiliam S., Davenport, Iowa.

Peet, Rev. Stephen D., Clinton, Wis.

Phillips, Henry C, Jr., Philadelphia.

Pope, Albert A., Boston.

Porter, Rev. E. H., Pawtucket.

Poyot, Upham & Co., San Francisco, Cal.

Preble, George H., Rear Admiral, Brookline,

Mass.

Randall, C. D., Coldwater, Mich.

Rawles, Francis. 402 Chestnut St., Philadel'a.

Reid, J. A. & R. A., Providence.

Rhodes, Edward S.,
"

Rider, Sidney S.,
"

Rice, Franklin P., Worcester, Mass.

Roberts, Moses, Woonsocket.

Rose, R. H., Princeton, N. J.

.Sanborn, John P., Newport.

Schonwalder, Dr. Gorlitz, Prussia.

Scull, G. D., Oxford, Eng.

Shaw, James, Providence.

Sheffield, William P., Newport,

Shepard, Mrs. Thomas P., Providence.

Smith, Elbridge, Dorchester, Mass.

Snow, Edwin M., Providence.

Staples, Rev. C. A., Le.xington.

.Steere, Henrj' J., Providence.

.Stockwell, George A., Providence.

.Stockwell, J. C, 25 Ann St., New York.

Titus, Rev. Anson, Amesbury, Mass.

Thornton, Edward, Providence.

Tourtellot, L. C, Woonsocket.

Walcott, George S., Providence.

Walker, John P., Providence.

Watson, S. M., Portland, Me.

Webb, Rev. Samuel H., Providence.

Weeden, Stephen R. "

Weeden, William B.,
"

Wheaton, James, M. D., Pawtucket.

White, Addison H., Providence.

Whittemore, David R.,
"

Willard, George O., Providence.

Winthrop, Robert C, Boston.

Wood, Amasa, Webster, Mass. •

Woodburj', Rev. Augustus, Providence.
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RESIDENT MEMBERS.— 1885.

ELECTED.

1874:. Addeman, Joshua M.

1874. Aldrich, Nelson W.

1875. Ames, AN'illiam

1885. Andrews, Elisha B.

1876. Angell, Edwin G.

1836. Anthony, Henry B.*

1880. Anthony, John B.

1875. Aplin, Charles

1885. Arnold, Fred. A.

1881. Arnold, James N.

1874. Arnold, Olney

1877. Arnold, Stephen H.

1881. Austin, John Osborne

1853. Bailey, William M.

1881. Bailey, Richard Arnold

1881. Baker, David S., Jr.

1884. Ballou, Ariel

1883. Ballou, Frederick M.

1884. Ballou, Latimer W.

1872. Barrows, Edwin

1831. Bartlett, John R.

1876. Barton, Robert

1879. Barton, William T.

1883. Bates, Isaac C.

1858. Binney, William

1878. Bogman, Edward Y.

1881. Bradley, Charles

1846. Bradley, Charles S.

1870. Brinley, Francis

1883. Brown, D. Russell

1883. Brown, H. Martin

1875. Brown John A.

1857. Brown, Welcome O.

1876. Bugbee, James H.

1881. Bull, Isaac M.t

1878. Bull, Samuel T.

ELECTED.

1884. Bullock, J. Russell

1884. Burdick, James

1878. Burrough, Frank M.

1859.* Calder, George B.

1880. Campbell, Daniel G.

1876. Campbell, Horatio N.

1873. Carpenter, Charles E.

1874. Carpenter, Francis W.

1874. Caswell, Edward T.

1857. Chambers, Robert B.

1879. Chace, Lewis J.

1880. Chace, Jonathan

1880. Chace, Julian A.

1868. Chace, Thomas W.
1883. Child, Charles H.

1884. Chapin, Charles V.

1873. Claflin, George L.

1880. Clarke, E. Webster

1878. Clarke, James M.

1878. Clark, Thomas M.

1879. Clarke, William E.

1880. Coats, James

1877. Codman, Arthur Amory

1885. Collins, George L., Jr.

1879. Colt, LeBaron B.

1879. Colt, Samuel P.

1872. Congdon, Johns H.

1874. Cranston, Henry C.

1877. Cranston, George K.

1881. Cranston, James E.

1881. Cressy, Oliver S.

1883. Cross, Samuel H.

1879. Cross, William J.

1876. Cushman, Henry I.

1881. Danielson George W'.*

188 L Day, Daniel

*Deceased.
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ELECTED.
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ELECTED. ELECT

1880. Lippitt, Christopher 1883.

1878. Lippitt, Charles Warren 1878.

1872. Lippitt, Henry 1876.

1881. Liscomb, WilHam S. 1874.

1881. Littlefield, Alfred H. 1877.

1873. Lyman, Daniel W. 1881.

1877. Mason, Earl Philip 1866.

1877. Mason, Eugene W. 1885.

1877. Mason, George C. 1856.

1884. Mason, George C, Jr. 1881.

1881. Mason, John H. 1877.

1878. Mauran, Edward C. 1877.

1878. Mauran, James E. 1874.

1883. Meader, Lewis H. 1881.

1876. Metcalf, Henry B., Paw'ket. 1885.

1875. Miller, Augustus S. 1879.

1881. Miner, Francis W. 1876.

1876. Moulton, Sullivan 1880.

1874. Mowry, William G. R. 1877.

1877. Munro, Bennett J. . 1883.

1882. Munroe, Oliver B. 1883.

1880. Nichols, Amos G. 1882.

1876. Nickerson, Edward L 1875.

1874. Nightingale, George C, Jr. 1869.

1880. Noyes, Samuel M. 1885.

1879. Olney, George H. 1874.

1883. Olney, James H. 1876.

1862. Ormsbee, John Spurr 1880.

1878. Owen, Smith 1881.

1870. Pabodie, Benjamin F. 1877.

1874. Paige, Charles F. 1869.

1883. Parkhurst. Charles H. 1878.

1847. Parsons, Charles W. 1863.

1875. Parsons, Henry L. 1879.

1877. Pearce, Edward D. 1880.

1884. Peck, Ira B. 1881.

1849. Peckham, Samuel W. 1883.

1875. Pegram, John C. 1856.

1880. Peirce, J.
Lewis 1883.

1858. Perry, Amos 1874.

1880. Perry, Marsden J.
1881.

1874. Persons, Benjamin W. 1873.

1873. PhiUips, Theodore W. 1881.

Pierce, George A.

Porter, Emery H,

Rawson, Henry M.

Richardson, Erastus

Richmond, Walter

Roelker, William G.

Rogers, Horatio

Root, James P.

Sabin, Charles

Sackett, Frederick M.

Seabury, Frederick N.

Seagrave, Caleb

Shedd, J. Herbert

Sheffield, William P., Jr.

Sheldon, Nicholas

Shepley, George L.

Sherman, Robert

Simmons, W. Seabury

Slater, Horatio N., Jr.

Slater, John W.
Slicer, Thomas R.

Smith, Charles H.

Smith, Edwin A.

Southwick, Isaac H.

Southwick, Isaac H., Jr.

Spencer, Gideon L.

Spencer, Joel M.

Spicer, William A.

Spooner, Henry J.

Stanhope, Frederick A.

Staples, William

Starkweather, Joseph U.

Steere, Henry J.

Stiness, John H.

Stockwell, Thomas B.

Stone, Alfred

Stone, Waterman

Taft, Royal C.

Talbot, Frederick

Taylor, Charles F.

Thomas, Charles L.

Thurston, Benjamin F.

Tilley, R. Hammett
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